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A coalition of presbyteries are
bringing a divestment overture
to the 222nd General Assembly to
divest the PCUSA from fossil fuels.

Join us.

WHAT YOU CAN DO

« Stay up to date and like us on Facehook:
* Learn more about climate change and divestment:

* Read the official overture and share it with
your friends here:

Presbyterian Church (USA)

RESOURCES

1 neaq.org/conservation_and_research/climate_change/climate_change_and_the_oceans.php
2 epa.gov/climatechange/impacts-adaptation/international.ntml+sensitive

3 thinkprogress.org/climate/2012/10/14/1009121/science-of-global-warming-impacts-guide/

4 350.org/en/about/science

5 http:/iwww.rollingstone.com/politics/news/global-warmings-terrifying-new-math-20120719
6 http://lwww.skepticalscience.com/carbonbubble.html
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“If we as people of faith are not willing to
stand up for Creation and all living things,
who will? We must answer the call”

- Marcia Lewis
Ruling Elder

Presbyterian Church of the Apostles
Burnsville, Minnesota

Presbyterian Church (USA)




Climate Change is Happening Now

Increasing storms, significant polar glacial melt,
rising sea levels and dying coral reefs are not fu-
ture predictions. They are happening right now and
increasing in magnitude each year.! The effects of
climate change have already had a disproportionate
impact on those living in poverty and in the least
developed countries, as they face disruptions to
their ecosystems, water

and food supplies.?

“Business As Usual” Gannot Gontinue

If fossil fuel companies continue to fulfill their
business model, global temperatures will rise
further, and we face a significant risk that the earth
will become irreversibly inhospitable to life as

we know it.2 Climate change is a threat to entire
ecosystems, our children’s and grandchildren’s
futures, as well as the generations to come.

What does the Scripture Say?

In Genesis 2, God charged Adam with tending and
keeping the Garden of Eden. This responsibility was
a charge to people of all time, to be wise stewards
of God’s good creation. Yet the continued burning
of fossil fuels destroys this very creation. Jesus’

call to care for the “least of these” in Matthew 25,
was a call to defend those with no voice or power.
Not only does climate change violate the rights of
those least able to cope with its effects, but it also
violates the rights of unborn generations who also
have no voice and must live with the consequences
of choices we make now.

The Science Is In

In May 2013, CO, levels in the atmosphere reached 400
parts per million (ppm), a concentration never before
seen in human history. Many scientists insist that
levels above 350 ppm are unsafe.* While no one can
predict the future with total accuracy, we cannot wait
for 100% certainty to know we have a responsibility to
act now. With climate change, there will be no do-over.

Gigatons of GO, that would

be released if all the fossil

fuels currently on the warming below

market are burned. ® To do this, we can
only release another
565 gigatons of

2795 167 countries agree we

Why Divestment?

1 Morally, divestment represents taking a stand
and refusing to invest in and profit from an industry
that is destroying creation.

2 Divestment also allows the PCUSA to
become a prophetic agent of change in our
society, just as our divestment actions in South
Africa proved prophetic in helping end apartheid.
The PCUSA has historically taken a leadership
stand on the moral issues of our times with
slavery, women'’s rights and civil rights.

3 Shareholder engagement and substantive
divestment are mutually reinforcing. Only $2000 in
shares is needed to file shareholder resolutions.
We can keep our “seat at the table” for actions
like worker’s rights, where we can have an impact.
And by divesting we can keep our treasure where
our hearts are (Matt 6:21) while sending a strong
moral message to fossil fuel companies that it's
wrong to wreck creation

4 Recent market analysis warns that oil
companies are likely to become much riskier
investments in the future. With the world’s capital
markets listing more than five times the amount
of fossil fuels than can be safely burned, their
past and current valuation is unsustainable,
particularly as climate and clean energy policies
are implemented. ©

Our Faith Compels us to Bold Denominational Action

In recognition that our faith without corresponding works is dead (James 2) we recommend that General

Assembly calls on the Board of Pensions and PCUSA Foundation to immediately stop new investments in fossil

fuel companies and work to eliminate all current holdings over the next three years, working with the Mission

Responsibility Through Investment (MRTI) Committee.

should act to keep global
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