
The Presbytery of New York City overtures the 221st General Assembly (2014) 

to do the following: 

 

1. Encourage programs and ministries of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

agencies to give preference to tourism companies and businesses, 

including but not limited to hotels, airlines, and travel agents, that have 

signed the Code of Conduct for the Protection of Children from Sexual 

Exploitation in Travel and Tourism adopted by End Child Prostitution and 

Trafficking (ECPAT), as the ycompanies and businesses  make 

arrangements for meetings and travel to meetings;  

2. Encourage programs and ministries of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

agencies to make available opportunities for advocacy and education with 

tourism companies and businesses, including but not limited to hotels, 

airlines, and travel agents, that have not signed the Code of Conduct for the 

Protection of Children from Sexual Exploitation in Travel and Tourism 

when they are used for arrangement for meetings and travel to meetings;  

3. Urge members of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to give preference to 

tourism companies and businesses, including but not limited to hotels, 

airlines, and travel agents, that have signed the Code of Conduct for the 

Protection of Children from Sexual Exploitation in Travel and Tourism 

when traveling and to engage in advocacy with tourism companies and 

businesses that have not; and 

4. Direct the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)’s Human Trafficking Roundtable to 

maintain current information on the status of companies that have signed 

the Code of Conduct for the Protection of Children from Sexual Exploitation 

in Travel and Tourism and to continue to partner with and support EPCAT-

USA. 

 

Rationale 

 

Affirming that each human being is created in God’s image and should be treated 

with dignity and respect, the General Assemblies of the PCUS, UPCUSA, and PC(USA) 

have approved reports and statements condemning human trafficking, slavery, and 

sexual exploitation. Most recently, the 218th General Assembly (2008) adopted by A 

Resolution to Expand the Church’s Ministry with and Advocacy Against Human 

Trafficking and On Preventing the Trafficking of Women, Internationally and 

Nationally. 

 

As followers of Jesus who welcomed children (Matthew 19:13-15), the General 

Assembly has repeatedly affirmed our commitment to children and their wellbeing. 

A Vision for Children and the Church, adopted by the 205th General Assembly 

(1993), expressed this understanding. 

 

The 217th General Assembly (2006) brought the church’s affirmation of children 

and concern for human trafficking together as it approved an overture from the 



Synod of the Northeast, On Condemning International Human Trafficking In and 

Sexual Exploitation of Children (Minutes, 2006, Part I, pp. 994ff).  

 

Children around the world and in the United States continue to be sexually exploited 

and trafficked.  

 

Individuals travel overseas to exploit children sexually. Air travel provides a 

primary means of transportation for these “child sex tourists.” Sex tourists usually 

have said it is legal and culturally acceptable to sexually exploit children in other 

countries, and often state that the impoverished children benefit by the payment 

received. 

 

In the United States, traffickers use hotel rooms as venues to abuse children, 

knowing that systems are not in place to protect the victims. Exploiters seek 

creative means to move child trafficking off the streets and behind the closed doors 

of local hotel rooms. 

 

The organization End Child Prostitution and Trafficking (ECPAT) was created in 

Thailand in 1991 to ensure the right of all children to live free of child prostitution, 

child pornography and child trafficking for sexual purposes. There are currently 

over 80 groups in the ECPAT network in more than 70 countries. This includes 

ECPAT-USA. The 217th General Assembly (2006) called the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.) to partner with ECPAT in the effort to end the sexual exploitation and 

trafficking of children. 

 

Developed by ECPAT, the Code of Conduct for the Protection of Children from Sexual 

Exploitation in Travel and Tourism sets a standard of responsible business practices 

that effectively deters child sexual exploitation. It is an industry-driven, multi-

stakeholder initiative with the mission to provide awareness, tools and support to 

the tourism industry in order to combat the sexual exploitation of children in 

contexts related to travel and tourism. 

 

The Code employs the following six criteria which members of the tourism industry 

must adhere to once they endorse The Code: 

1. To establish a policy and procedures against sexual exploitation of children. 

2. To train employees in children’s rights, the prevention of sexual exploitation and 

how to report suspected cases. 

3. To include a clause in contracts throughout the value chain stating a common 

repudiation and zero tolerance policy of sexual exploitation of children. 

4. To provide information to travellers on children’s rights, the prevention of 

sexual exploitation of children and how to report suspected cases. 

5. To support, collaborate and engage stakeholders in the prevention of sexual 

exploitation of children. 

6. To report annually on their implementation of Code related activities. 

 



Nearly 1,300 companies in the tourism industry have signed the Code of Conduct for 

the Protection of Children from Sexual Exploitation in Travel and Tourism including 

Delta Airlines, Adventure Travel Trade Association, Association of Corporate Travel 

Executives, International Gay and Lesbian Travel Association, Nix Conference and 

Meeting Management, Sabre Holdings, Carlson Companies, Hilton Worldwide, 

Wyndham Worldwide, Inn at Saint Mary’s Hotel, Millennium Hotel St. Louis, Real 

Hospitality Group, E-Trip Africa, Global Exchange, Meaningful Trip, and 

International Tour Management Institute in the United States. 

 

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and its predecessors have long used its economic 

power to stand for equality and justice. Use of the Code of Conduct for the 

Protection of Children from Sexual Exploitation in Travel and Tourism in arranging 

meetings and travel to meetings would allow the church to continue that tradition 

and seek the human rights of children in our country and around the world. 


