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TO:

Pastor/Moderators and Clerks of Session/Secretaries of Official Boards

FROM:
Mission Grants Committee
DATE:

January 9, 2017
RE:

Request for 2017 Funding  for Presbytery Mission Program Grants
Enclosed are applications for Presbytery funding of mission programs.  Please note some information has changed from previous years.  We encourage you to think of creative ways to partner with local agencies, as well as to think of new mission opportunities your Session might create within your own church. Continuing support is not automatic for any project.  These applications are going only to pastors and clerks and are not being sent to the projects.  If your session desires that a project(s) be funded, you will have to take the initiative to have the application completed.  The goal of Presbytery is to encourage sessions to engage in mission in their communities.  Funding for Hunger and Peacemaking Projects will continue to be fully sponsored by the presbytery, according to the funds received.  Funding of session-endorsed mission projects will continue to be on a 2/3rd from Presbytery and 1/3rd from endorsing session basis until further notice.  
Note the following steps and deadlines: 

1. Application forms are completed (by agencies, if applicable) – January/February 2017
2. Sessions receive, review, and approve applications – February/March 2017 
3. Session endorsement form is filled out and attached to application.

4. Presbytery receives completed applications and endorsement forms from sessions – postmarked no later than March 31, 2017.

5. Presbytery Resource Team on Grants recommends and the Presbytery approves funding for projects for 2017 – April/May 2017
6. The Presbytery of Geneva will issue the first half of approved funding in May and the second half in November 2017.

7. Incomplete applications will not be considered.  Absence of the Session Endorsement form = an incomplete application.
Sessions are responsible for making certain the applications submitted by agencies are complete.
8.
If Session is applying for Hunger funds and does not want the application to be

rolled over to become a Session-endorsed mission project, please indicate this at the 
top of your application.  Hunger funds come from 2-Cents-a-Meal monies and there 
is not enough to cover every application.
In order to treat all requests fairly and determine the most promising projects, the Presbytery Resource Team on Grants will use the following vision and emphases of the Presbytery:


Together, we pray, play, and energize our congregations to live out the Good News of Jesus Christ.

Together, we lift up each other in love.  

Together, we call others into the circle of God’s grace.

The Presbytery of Geneva emphasizes:

· Congregational Transformation

· Spiritual Development 

· Building Relationships

We will also use the enclosed Grant Funding Guidelines for evaluating proposals.  These resources are intended to assist Sessions in selecting projects and to provide uniform criteria for final selection by the Resource Team.  Please read this material carefully.
We encourage a designated contact person be assigned by the Session to provide a report on the status of the project to the Session and the Resource Team on Grants. The contact person should be a member of the sponsoring church.

If you have any questions, please call the Presbytery Office at (315) 536-7753.

Enclosures:  
Application Form for the Project (3 pages)

Session Endorsement Form (1 page) (Must be signed by the Clerk of Session 
and returned with the application form.)


Grant Funding Guidelines (2 pages)
All materials must be returned to the Presbytery Office postmarked no later than March 31, 2017.
