
July 2025 Newsletter 

 

Our Mission: The Presbytery of Geneva lives to support and equip congregations and leaders to be Christ in 

the Finger Lakes and the world. 

 

Our Vision: Radiating the light of Christ, the Presbytery of Geneva thrives as a community of servants, lifting 

up every congregation and leader in ministering together.   

The purpose of the newsletter is to announce upcoming events 

and opportunities sponsored by the Presbytery, its congregations, 

the Synod of the Northeast, the PC(USA), neighboring                             

presbyteries, and partner agencies. If you have an item for the 

newsletter, please send the information to                                                                 

officeadmin@presbyteryofgeneva.org by July 25, 2025.  

mailto:officeadmin@presbyteryofgeneva.org


Some have crossed the bridge, and some are looking to do so - what bridge you ask - the bridge  
into retirement.  For those thinking about retirement, learning from those who made the crossing 
can be very helpful.  For those on the other side, sharing your experiences with your sisters and 
brothers can be a help to all.  So if you have "been there, done that”, or are considering it, please 
consider joining us for our Retirees luncheon.  If you need a ride, we will try to connect you with 
someone driving (no guarantees, however). 

 
Committee on Leader Care 



 

NEW LOGO! 



View Report Here 

 The Synod Coach Network is offering coaching scholarships 
to support individuals and teams in their leadership and             
ministry in the Synod of the Northeast. How can our coaches 
support you in exploring what you want to learn and do 
next? 

  

Apply for a Scholarship: https://www.grantinterface.com/Home/Logon?urlkey=synod 

  

Please help us share the gift of coaching with people in our Synod. 

  

Synod of the Northeast Coaching Network 

www.snecoachingnetwork.weebly.com 

https://online.fliphtml5.com/zkpz/nbmi/#p=1
https://www.grantinterface.com/Home/Logon?urlkey=synod
http://www.snecoachingnetwork.weebly.com/


Register for 10:30 AM Session 

Register for 7:00 PM Session 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/xULfuTXoSMGkdu2snrc99Q#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/qmwfv3bhRaOa2XLwtROxrA#/registration


CAMP WHITMAN 

Have you signed up for camp yet?! There are plenty of sessions still available including the 

two week Counselor in Training (CIT) program and the Adirondack Adventure Camp. Sign up 

soon as there are sections nearing capacity. Don't get wait-listed! Sign up today!!

campwhitman.org/dates-rates 

https://www.campwhitman.org/dates-rates


https://omahapresbyterianseminaryfoundation.org/trainings-for-training/


What? 

I will be walking 78 miles from Seneca Falls to the ICE Detention Center in Batavia, camping 

along the way. I hope members of the Congressional Oversight Committee will meet me 

there on July 2nd at 10 a.m. I encourage you to tour the center as we bear witness                       

together—asking whether our constitutional rights and duties are being upheld. 

When? 

Beginning on Sunday, June 29th, to arrive in time for a peaceful protest on July 2nd at 10 

a.m. 

Why? 

Because these are unprecedented times, and I can no longer go about 

daily life pretending everything is normal. 

Who? 

Me, Rev. Dr. Leah Ntuala, and anyone who wishes to join me. 

Where? 

Batavia Detention Center — July 2nd at 10 a.m. 

In 1848, on the corner of what is now Fall and Troy Streets, people gathered to declare 

equality—specifically, the rights of women. Still, we gather. Still, we march. In 2025, we 

gather and march to ensure that the living, breathing document known as the Constitution 

holds the line—to protect democracy and the balance of the three co-equal branches of     

government, and to uphold life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness for all people. 

I march to take back the title Christian from christian Nationalists. I am a patriot. As a               

Christian, I am not a Nationalist, because the only kingdom I believe in is the Kin-dom of 

God and I believe all of us were created in the image of God. We are connected to                

something much greater than ourselves and there are no boundary lines to God’s love.  I 

march for my sons—so they may one day work a single job that pays them well enough to 

build the futures they dream of. 

I march for your children too. 

I march for the children torn from foster care who had asylum. 

I march for the children impacted by sudden changes at USAID, the NIH, CDC, and the             

Departments of Education, Housing, and the Interior—and so many others. 

I march for the least of these. 

I march to put my faith into action—and for your freedom of or from religion. 

I march to honor the past, shine a light on the present, and carry hope into the future. 

You are invited to join me—for all or part of the walk. 

Line the streets as I pass through your community to show support for the Constitution. 

Join me in Batavia. 

Share my daily videos. 

Invite your leaders to walk with us. 

--  

Rev. Dr. Leah Ntuala, The First Presbyterian Church of Seneca Falls, NY 
“You will make mistakes, but do them with enthusiasm.” ― Colette 

You can read an article about the March for Justice on the PC(USA) website here. 

MARCHING FOR JUSTICE 

https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/6/27/marching-justice


The Matsiko World Orphan Children’s Choir  

will return to Elmira July 15-20.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The choir will perform at  

North Presbyterian Church on  

July 17, 2025, at 7:00 pm.  

All are welcome to this free event. 

Please join us! 



Donate to the Presbytery online! 

Online Giving for Camp Whitman and the Presbytery of Geneva is available from our 

website.  Make contributions to Camp Whitman, the Presbytery’s General Fund,                         

Individual contributions to per capita, Ordination and Installation Offerings, and                    

Presbytery Meeting Offerings. This is through the Presbyterian Foundation and long-time 

partner, Vanco, so it is very secure to use. 

On our homepage www.presbyteryofgeneva.org, click on the            

“Make a Contribution” link or go directly to our Vanco donation page 

Donate to Presbytery of Geneva. You can select our general fund, 

Camp Whitman, per capita, Ordination and Installation Offerings, 

Presbytery Meeting Offerings, and others in the future as we roll 

them out. 



The right place, the right time, with the 

right heart 

A Presbyterian pastor ministers to bluegrass star 
Billy Strings without knowing how famous and be-
loved he is  

Presbyterian clergy join hundreds in 40-

day ‘Fast for Gaza’ 

Veterans for Peace organized the national fast  

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Co-

Moderator honored with Women of Im-

pact award 

Former PMA president also among honorees at 
NBPC event  

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Co-

Moderator honored with Women of Im-

pact award 

Former PMA president also among honorees at 
NBPC event  

https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/6/24/right-place-right-time-with-right-heart?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8kUxfKZTpssyMpvsbMotrqLNC0Clmwq1Uj4ULGXVb7AdNze4VB9sKxHXtDFPKwkUK4uB_FJUz8fWJ-gbXKwRKdvl_0DlnGpqHAaaZGKvL73rpjhg4&_hsmi=368893118&utm_co
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/6/24/right-place-right-time-with-right-heart?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8kUxfKZTpssyMpvsbMotrqLNC0Clmwq1Uj4ULGXVb7AdNze4VB9sKxHXtDFPKwkUK4uB_FJUz8fWJ-gbXKwRKdvl_0DlnGpqHAaaZGKvL73rpjhg4&_hsmi=368893118&utm_co
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/6/27/clergy-join-hundreds-40-day-fast-gaza?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8K58uefayNNJk7LVGpNMsA5xRK7zgH2g_4pKDYXvoVkOQkzndTWptlLregiHYAQ4qOGP_YrR-kS0lxQoBcvTTzKTHvujLR2CxN2PnF9GzmfOdw15Y&_hsmi=368893118&utm_cont
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/6/27/clergy-join-hundreds-40-day-fast-gaza?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8K58uefayNNJk7LVGpNMsA5xRK7zgH2g_4pKDYXvoVkOQkzndTWptlLregiHYAQ4qOGP_YrR-kS0lxQoBcvTTzKTHvujLR2CxN2PnF9GzmfOdw15Y&_hsmi=368893118&utm_cont
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/6/23/we-stand-with-our-immigrant-brothers-and-sisters?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8qI5lnHVssVW4eUUXob4wHL0naFvlK5zny7Q1XWbhDaVfQRghEjwTUwWBcIooWlim1Wagngn_kVDT0Pf17ZfFX0cZL-cmBt7tfnE8vEYmhdFBzzmE&_hsmi=3688931
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/6/23/we-stand-with-our-immigrant-brothers-and-sisters?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8qI5lnHVssVW4eUUXob4wHL0naFvlK5zny7Q1XWbhDaVfQRghEjwTUwWBcIooWlim1Wagngn_kVDT0Pf17ZfFX0cZL-cmBt7tfnE8vEYmhdFBzzmE&_hsmi=3688931
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/6/23/we-stand-with-our-immigrant-brothers-and-sisters?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8qI5lnHVssVW4eUUXob4wHL0naFvlK5zny7Q1XWbhDaVfQRghEjwTUwWBcIooWlim1Wagngn_kVDT0Pf17ZfFX0cZL-cmBt7tfnE8vEYmhdFBzzmE&_hsmi=3688931
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/6/24/church-usa-co-moderator-honored-with-women-impact-award?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--_2uZLL3YSZthFv1t2ojQoYPG-Uf3oPIUF7ms97TRl9RUZ9Sl-v0SRRbJf7l4Sl_8ltmD4jDWYaBpPs0TgChobof3aN9eOqjqSyc244nAuORyCRuU&_hsmi=
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/6/24/church-usa-co-moderator-honored-with-women-impact-award?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--_2uZLL3YSZthFv1t2ojQoYPG-Uf3oPIUF7ms97TRl9RUZ9Sl-v0SRRbJf7l4Sl_8ltmD4jDWYaBpPs0TgChobof3aN9eOqjqSyc244nAuORyCRuU&_hsmi=
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/6/24/church-usa-co-moderator-honored-with-women-impact-award?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--_2uZLL3YSZthFv1t2ojQoYPG-Uf3oPIUF7ms97TRl9RUZ9Sl-v0SRRbJf7l4Sl_8ltmD4jDWYaBpPs0TgChobof3aN9eOqjqSyc244nAuORyCRuU&_hsmi=


Calling all young adults (18-35) who are passionate about climate justice and creation 
care! Presbyterians for Earth Care is building a faith-based network of  young people who 
are leading the way in environmental advocacy - from local congregations to the PC
(USA) to the national stage. Is that you? Or does it describe someone you know? Join us 
by completing our interest form: bit.ly/PECYANetwork. Then, tag a friend who’s ready 
to take action and share this with your community. 

Visit the Earth Care  

website here 

http://bit.ly/PECYANetwork
https://presbyearthcare.org/about-us/


First Presbyterian Church of Watkins Glen 

May Community Dinner 

They had 65 people in attendance and provided to-go meals for some of their shut-ins.  



Installation of Rev. Dr. H. Leigh Holder 

Park Presbyterian Church of Newark 



SAVE THE DATE  

Connection to Transformation  
 

Building a Partnership Culture in                                                

Faith Communities Conference  

A Collaborative Conference with the New York Council of Churches 

 

The Synod of the Northeast, in collaboration with the New York Council of Churches, is excited to 
present: 

 

Connection to Transformation: Building a Partnership Culture in Faith Communi-
ties Conference 

 

Saturday, October 25, 2025 9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

First Presbyterian Church 

315 N. Cayuga Street 

Ithaca, New York 

 

This gathering will bring together ecumenical and interfaith pastors, lay leaders, organizers, and 
community advocates from across the Central and Western New York region to explore how trans-
formational partnerships can emerge when faith communities center connection, collaboration, and 
mutuality. Through worship, storytelling, interactive workshops, and keynote conversations, partici-
pants will reflect on how churches can move beyond transactional relationships toward deeper en-
gagement that reflects the love and justice of Christ in our small towns and rural communities. 

 

Whether you serve in a local congregation, a nonprofit ministry, or an ecumenical initiative, this 
conference will offer tools and inspiration for building a culture of authentic partnership rooted in 
shared purpose and faith. 

 

Join us as we listen, learn, and reimagine the future of the Church and the communities we are 
called to serve. Together, we move from connection to transformation. 

 

Registration will open in July! Stay tuned for registration details and speaker                    
announcements.. 

Read Article on Website 

https://www.synodne.org/blog/2025/6/25/connection-to-transformation-building-a-partnership-culture-in-faith-communities-conference

