
August 2025 Newsletter 

 

Our Mission: The Presbytery of Geneva lives to support and equip congregations and leaders to be Christ in 

the Finger Lakes and the world. 

 

Our Vision: Radiating the light of Christ, the Presbytery of Geneva thrives as a community of servants, lifting 

up every congregation and leader in ministering together.   

The purpose of the newsletter is to announce upcoming events 

and opportunities sponsored by the Presbytery, its congregations, 

the Synod of the Northeast, the PC(USA), neighboring                             

presbyteries, and partner agencies. If you have an item for the   

September newsletter, please send the information to                                                                 

officeadmin@presbyteryofgeneva.org by August 25, 2025.  

mailto:officeadmin@presbyteryofgeneva.org




Advocacy Training Opportunity in Ithaca, NY  



October 24 1-4pm and October 25 9am-5pm  

 

The New York State Council of Churches and the Synod of the Northeast are partnering 

to host Connection to Transformation: Building a Partnership Culture in Faith Communi-

ties, October 24–25, 2025, at  First Presbyterian Church in Ithaca, NY. 

  

This powerful two-day gathering begins with the Council’s first Regional Advocacy Day—

a direct response to faith leaders across New York who asked for more accessible, local 

opportunities to engage. Regional advocacy days are designed to equip clergy and lay 

leaders with tools to address pressing issues in their communities, effectively communi-

cate with elected officials, and build lasting networks. This is the first regional Advocacy 

Day and will bring elected representatives together with faith leaders to focus on the is-

sues facing communities in Western NY. We also encourage faith leaders to attend the 

Statewide Ecumenical and Interfaith Advocacy Day in March 2026, that will focus on the 

legislative priorities that impact the entire state and enable faith leaders from different 

regions to work collectively.  

  

Saturday, October 25 will bring together ecumenical and interfaith pastors, lay leaders, 

organizers, and advocates from Central and Western New York, the conference will ex-

plore how faith communities can foster transformational partnerships through connec-

tion, collaboration, and mutuality. Participants will engage in worship, storytelling, work-

shops, and keynote conversations—all centered on moving from transactional to authen-

tic, justice-rooted relationships. 

The tools and inspiration for those serving in congregations, nonprofit ministries, and 

ecumenical initiatives to build a culture of shared purpose and faithful presence—

especially in small towns and rural communities. 

  

Join us as we listen, learn, and reimagine the future of the Church and the communities 

we are called to serve. Together, we move from connection to transformation.  

Register Here 

https://synodofthenortheast.wufoo.com/forms/q1aukjac0po6ihk/?emci=24aa9cda-5e57-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=653dec1c-d86b-f011-8dc9-6045bda9d96b&ceid=2547817


COMMITTEE ON MISSION AND WITNESS 

The Elmira First Presbyterian Church continues its partnership efforts 
with Iglesia Presbiteriana in Lares, Puerto Rico.  In July, member Kathy 
Menges and Juana Tunison (Horseheads PC) traveled to the island and 
participated in a fund-raising event with the deacons of the Lares church.  
The women spent two days preparing “pasteles” to help with the costs as-
sociated with building maintenance.  These 
“pasteles” are similar to the Mexican tamales, with 
masa, pork or chicken, achiote, wrapped in plan-
tain leaves, tied into little bundles, and steamed.   
 
This event is wholly significant, as it represents 
the third and final phase of “partnering”.  The first 

phase is always rescue, recovery, and relief. (All materials and resources 
are supplied by the visiting team members.)  This phase began in January 
of 2018, four months following Huracán María.  The First Presbyterian 
Church of Elmira sent more than a dozen teams from then until the pre-
sent, removing mold, restoring homes damaged by the winds and rains, 

and establishing “hermandad”, fellowship with the people of 
Lares. 
 
In Phase II, the partners work 
side-by-side to restore, renovate, 
and deepen their “hermandad”.  
In a natural disaster, restoration 
efforts can take years to address 
and/or complete.  The visiting 
team only enables the host team 
in making decisions and executing 
efforts, thus having them take 

“ownership” of projects.  In this phase, visiting teams offer some finan-
cial aid, while the host team offers what it can.  (Widow’s mite) 
 
In Phase III, the hosts plan and execute efforts, including financial re-
sponsibility, exclusive of the partner.  Nevertheless, the “hermandad” 
remains strong and consistent, with continued communication between 
the two. The hosts are able to function autonomously, although the partners remain at the ready in 
the event of another natural disaster. 
The partnership that Elmira shares with Lares, is widening among our presbytery.  In February of 
2026, Juana (Joanne) is looking into to the possibility of a Presbyterian Women mission trip.  In 
April 2026, plans are underway for a clergy mission trip, and in July of 2026, along with Wilmari 

Vargas, Executive Director of Campamento Guacio, (similar to our Camp 
Whitman), plans are already underway for a youth mission trip. 
 
Let us remember, our Presbytery Mission: 
The Presbytery of Geneva lives to support and equip congregations and 
leaders to be Christ in the Finger Lakes and in the world. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Juana (Joann) Tunison, Mission and Witness Chair 











here 

here 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Preview/?sm=3QrCH2W8ozaXmBdMyfYUnH_2BjMLTlGmya0ZM548i_2BhaYqzwkpJt_2F_2F2SJ5MRruFCg4
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Preview/?sm=3QrCH2W8ozaXmBdMyfYUnH_2BjMLTlGmya0ZM548i_2BhaYqzwkpJt_2F_2F2SJ5MRruFCg4


Presbyterian Church Growth Network launches! 

 

There is a new Presbyterian Church Growth Network, and guess what - it's 
growing!  At our May Presbytery meeting, we introduced this new                  
network.  Its purpose is to help churches learn authentic growth tech-
niques, foster conversations about healthy church growth, and encourage 
one another in growing plans.  Although there are a lot of sophisticated 
church growth programs out there, most of them are geared toward evan-
gelical churches with conservative social ideas; this network is theological-
ly Presbyterian and specifically and deliberately welcoming of all. 
 
Want to learn more or get involved? 

1.  Join the Facebook group and start to interact with others:                                      
 "PC(USA) Church Growth Network" 

2.  Visit the website www.pcgrowthnetwork.org and connect with the 
 group! 

3.  Come to the first PCGN Conference this October 7-8 in Englewood, NJ - 
 see the website for more info. 

4.  JOIN OUR PRESBYTERY'S NEW PCGN GROUP! 

 

Our local group is hoping to start meeting this September, by Zoom, at a 
regular monthly meeting time.  The group's purpose will be to walk the 
growth journey with one another: cultivating and keeping useful statistics, 
practicing church habits that lead to growth, troubleshooting obstacles 
with one another, and encouraging each other with accountability and 
prayer.   

 

Interested?  Email Rev. Kirianne Weaver from the FPC of Ithaca:                            
 kirianne.fpci@gmail.com by August 25! 

http://www.pcgrowthnetwork.org
mailto:kirianne.fpci@gmail.com


https://omahapresbyterianseminaryfoundation.org/trainings-for-training/


MARCHING FOR JUSTICE 

A few photos from Rev. Leah Ntuala’s march from                   

Seneca Falls, NY to the ICE Detention Center                                     

in Batavia, NY 



REGISTER NOW 

https://events.ctsnet.edu/profile/web/index.cfm?PKwebID=0x6993abcd


Dear Church Family, 

Jesus Christ is Living Water for our Body and Soul 

If there is anyone interested in being part of a Water ministry of  Living 

Waters for the World, the next Clean Water U training is Sept. 23-27 

at Hopewell Camp and Conference Center in Oxford, MS and we'd love 

to have you and your team at this training session! We currently have 

openings in each of our workshops - water project management, health 

education, and water system installation. If you are interested, contact 

Ken Allen or Linda Werts. Or visit Livingwatersfortheworld.org website. 

 

“All Gods Children deserve Clean Water” 

God Bless! 

https://www.livingwatersfortheworld.org/cwu-101
https://www.camphopewell.com/


Donate to the Presbytery online! 

Online Giving for Camp Whitman and the Presbytery of Geneva is available from our 

website.  Make contributions to Camp Whitman, the Presbytery’s General Fund,                         

Individual contributions to per capita, Ordination and Installation Offerings, and                    

Presbytery Meeting Offerings. This is through the Presbyterian Foundation and long-time 

partner, Vanco, so it is very secure to use. 

On our homepage www.presbyteryofgeneva.org, click on the            

“Make a Contribution” link or go directly to our Vanco donation page 

Donate to Presbytery of Geneva. You can select our general fund, 

Camp Whitman, per capita, Ordination and Installation Offerings, 

Presbytery Meeting Offerings, and others in the future as we roll 

them out. 



PMUN welcomes Young Adult Delegation to 

UN high-level gathering 

Forum focuses on the progress and challenges of reach-

ing the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals  

First Presbyterian Church of Kerrville ministers 

to Texas flood victims, prepares for long-term 

recovery 

Sunday service remembers Ruling Elder Jane Ragsdale, 

who died in the flooding  

Center for the Repair of Historic Harms launch-

es Project 180 

PC(USA) reengages Liberia centuries after Presbyterians 

helped to colonize it  

BeLoved Asheville shows love to Texas after 

devastating flooding 

North Carolina nonprofit reciprocating compassion it re-

ceived after Hurricane Helene  

Unification: It’s more than an org chart 

A member of the Unification Commission explains what 

commissioners have learned  

https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/7/16/pmun-welcomes-young-adult-delegation-un-high-level-gathering?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_nQgsJzeScuiXtQRfl13LW_Dmgp8J2zmiGAkSMctEqHYN3ocaSQdFO826-NYIwcYPUt3mV4278dYuNUhxE6pqqscynPTIEKeYODjpU_R4lvvXqdDw&_
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/7/16/pmun-welcomes-young-adult-delegation-un-high-level-gathering?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_nQgsJzeScuiXtQRfl13LW_Dmgp8J2zmiGAkSMctEqHYN3ocaSQdFO826-NYIwcYPUt3mV4278dYuNUhxE6pqqscynPTIEKeYODjpU_R4lvvXqdDw&_
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/7/15/first-church-kerrville-ministers-texas-flood-victims-prepares-long-term-recovery?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9MF73LH42Jg13bAhCWEUB1E6M7rguuqeunTniJi0WuYtqIP8WB9fPB9mj-kutt16ikLyVnkwYP-QCOPHpif1UuUW0Rmzx1P
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/7/15/first-church-kerrville-ministers-texas-flood-victims-prepares-long-term-recovery?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9MF73LH42Jg13bAhCWEUB1E6M7rguuqeunTniJi0WuYtqIP8WB9fPB9mj-kutt16ikLyVnkwYP-QCOPHpif1UuUW0Rmzx1P
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/7/15/first-church-kerrville-ministers-texas-flood-victims-prepares-long-term-recovery?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9MF73LH42Jg13bAhCWEUB1E6M7rguuqeunTniJi0WuYtqIP8WB9fPB9mj-kutt16ikLyVnkwYP-QCOPHpif1UuUW0Rmzx1P
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/7/16/center-repair-historic-harms-launches-project-180?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--xXwKfy1jLhLCzG_sKPmfvlJudsrr4hwxodKolDJfYUsN1CNZOzHlSa_JxLhWHWBbSrtfL4szjRkyns1mAfCdUqh8Cl2rVjtVVlXOMOe87FNUcmDc&_hsmi=371961
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/7/16/center-repair-historic-harms-launches-project-180?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--xXwKfy1jLhLCzG_sKPmfvlJudsrr4hwxodKolDJfYUsN1CNZOzHlSa_JxLhWHWBbSrtfL4szjRkyns1mAfCdUqh8Cl2rVjtVVlXOMOe87FNUcmDc&_hsmi=371961
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/7/15/beloved-asheville-shows-love-texas-after-devastating-flooding?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9JDixUEoi5nwu0lZCem5WvSUrjTH8ur-Z0cCym6T8Mv_ZkKUUe3Jym6B3evOgUTGBCYo2L6yQ19YHIQMihAg2agvRYLtDl27fbUPa0sz7RovpS7po&
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/7/15/beloved-asheville-shows-love-texas-after-devastating-flooding?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9JDixUEoi5nwu0lZCem5WvSUrjTH8ur-Z0cCym6T8Mv_ZkKUUe3Jym6B3evOgUTGBCYo2L6yQ19YHIQMihAg2agvRYLtDl27fbUPa0sz7RovpS7po&
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/7/17/unification-its-more-org-chart?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_5bJHJ6usw-on-OfanZlDBOgTxzbAqi1XR2juoXlb6mwjYNw1oxcm6K_Js8K7_k8NLxfqXGaPCiXLPaqmeBJJwfL7dgOxbX8s9pX1ZM8Ev6qQPzo4&_hsmi=371961469&utm_content=371


PRC Practical Resources for Churches 

Click here to  register. 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/Sx4I23cKS02DWohl3xv1eA#/registration


Calling all young adults (18-35) who are passionate about climate justice and creation 
care! Presbyterians for Earth Care is building a faith-based network of  young people who 
are leading the way in environmental advocacy - from local congregations to the PC
(USA) to the national stage. Is that you? Or does it describe someone you know? Join us 
by completing our interest form: bit.ly/PECYANetwork. Then, tag a friend who’s ready 
to take action and share this with your community. 

Visit the Earth Care  

website here 

http://bit.ly/PECYANetwork
https://presbyearthcare.org/about-us/


register for 8/20; 1-2:30 pm eastern 

Visit our store 

register for 8/12; 2 pm eastern 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tNSMxwkHRByH2xOgGpY5wg#/registration
https://www.prcli.org/shop/?orderby=date


SAVE THE DATE  

Connection to Transformation  
 

Building a Partnership Culture in                                                

Faith Communities Conference  

A Collaborative Conference with the New York Council of Churches 

 

The Synod of the Northeast, in collaboration with the New York Council of Churches, is excited to 
present: 

 

Connection to Transformation: Building a Partnership Culture in Faith Communi-
ties Conference 

 

Saturday, October 25, 2025 9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

First Presbyterian Church 

315 N. Cayuga Street 

Ithaca, New York 

 

This gathering will bring together ecumenical and interfaith pastors, lay leaders, organizers, and 
community advocates from across the Central and Western New York region to explore how trans-
formational partnerships can emerge when faith communities center connection, collaboration, and 
mutuality. Through worship, storytelling, interactive workshops, and keynote conversations, partici-
pants will reflect on how churches can move beyond transactional relationships toward deeper en-
gagement that reflects the love and justice of Christ in our small towns and rural communities. 

 

Whether you serve in a local congregation, a nonprofit ministry, or an ecumenical initiative, this 
conference will offer tools and inspiration for building a culture of authentic partnership rooted in 
shared purpose and faith. 

 

Join us as we listen, learn, and reimagine the future of the Church and the communities we are 
called to serve. Together, we move from connection to transformation. 

 

Registration will open in July! Stay tuned for registration details and speaker                    
announcements.. 

Read Article on Website 

https://www.synodne.org/blog/2025/6/25/connection-to-transformation-building-a-partnership-culture-in-faith-communities-conference


315-568-2433 



Send us your pics! If your church has photos of recent events to share, 

please email them to the presbytery office at:                                                                             

officeadmin@presbyteryofgeneva.org  

before the monthly deadline (found each month on page 1)                                                

and they’ll be added to the next newsletter.  

Small Church Community Circles. 

Check out all the resources. 

https://cfportal.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/2804142?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--QAuXoUnB2jDj9Vkv6-TuQcFlqEXlVVOzM4V6QKgGJUlQzcHlEjYd2m7Z1bjeOLI3WmXIxKC8lqzhPdLy4fr7mDh3S4A&_hsmi=368904325&utm_content=368904325&utm_source=hs_email
https://pcusa.org/about-pcusa/agencies-entities/interim-unified-agency/ministry-areas/christian-formation/christian-formation-week?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--54QIwvc8q0O7dpBwt4kkpDFpRiLMxxRYBTnbWY9NOlfTya-25FwHs99OxIX4WA6zvWDkh8wki6J8VyHBDBrzqFxWhVg&

