
September 2025 Newsletter 

 

Our Mission: The Presbytery of Geneva lives to support and equip congregations and leaders to be Christ in 

the Finger Lakes and the world. 

 

Our Vision: Radiating the light of Christ, the Presbytery of Geneva thrives as a community of servants, lifting 

up every congregation and leader in ministering together.   

The purpose of the newsletter is to announce upcoming events 

and opportunities sponsored by the Presbytery, its congregations, 

the Synod of the Northeast, the PC(USA), neighboring                             

presbyteries, and partner agencies. If you have an item for the   

October newsletter, please send the information to                                                                 

officeadmin@presbyteryofgeneva.org by September 25, 2025.  

Let your light shine before men 

that they may see your good deeds 

and praise your Father in heaven. 
    -Matthew 5:16 

mailto:officeadmin@presbyteryofgeneva.org




Advocacy Training Opportunity in Ithaca, NY  



October 24 1-4pm and October 25 9am-5pm  

 

The New York State Council of Churches and the Synod of the Northeast are partnering 

to host Connection to Transformation: Building a Partnership Culture in Faith Communi-

ties, October 24–25, 2025, at  First Presbyterian Church in Ithaca, NY. 

  

This powerful two-day gathering begins with the Council’s first Regional Advocacy Day—

a direct response to faith leaders across New York who asked for more accessible, local 

opportunities to engage. Regional advocacy days are designed to equip clergy and lay 

leaders with tools to address pressing issues in their communities, effectively communi-

cate with elected officials, and build lasting networks. This is the first regional Advocacy 

Day and will bring elected representatives together with faith leaders to focus on the is-

sues facing communities in Western NY. We also encourage faith leaders to attend the 

Statewide Ecumenical and Interfaith Advocacy Day in March 2026, that will focus on the 

legislative priorities that impact the entire state and enable faith leaders from different 

regions to work collectively.  

  

Saturday, October 25 will bring together ecumenical and interfaith pastors, lay leaders, 

organizers, and advocates from Central and Western New York. The conference will ex-

plore how faith communities can foster transformational partnerships through connec-

tion, collaboration, and mutuality. Participants will engage in worship, storytelling, work-

shops, and keynote conversations—all centered on moving from transactional to authen-

tic, justice-rooted relationships.The tools and inspiration for those serving in congrega-

tions, nonprofit ministries, and ecumenical initiatives help to build a culture of shared 

purpose and faithful presence—especially in small towns and rural communities. 

  

Join us as we listen, learn, and reimagine the future of the Church and the communities 

we are called to serve. Together, we move from connection to transformation.  

Register Here 

https://synodofthenortheast.wufoo.com/forms/q1aukjac0po6ihk/?emci=24aa9cda-5e57-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=653dec1c-d86b-f011-8dc9-6045bda9d96b&ceid=2547817


PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN FALL GATHERING 

It’s back!  The 2025 Presbyterian Women Fall Gathering of the Presbytery 
of Geneva has returned.  PW will be hosting Pastora Evelyn Torres-Ramírez 
of the Iglesia Presbiteriana de Lares, Puerto Ri-
co.  Evelyn will participate in the gathering at 
Horseheads Presbyterian Church on Friday, 17 
October.  Following the worship service, there 
will be a catered luncheon and a presentation by 
Evelyn about surviving the challenges of Huracán 
María (2017) and the 2020 earthquake.  She will 
share stories of sorrow and of joy, and the im-
pact of receiving the 2021 PW Birthday Grant. 

On Sunday, 19 October, Evelyn will share worship 
at the Seneca Falls Presbyterian Church, also 
followed by a catered luncheon and a presenta-
tion. 

In between worship activities, Pastora will enjoy 
the “fruits of a New York State autumn, picking 
apples, touring the Finger Lakes, with a boat 
cruise on Seneca Lake if the weather cooperates.   

In the October newsletter, the PW committee 
will be providing more details about the visit and how to place a reserva-
tion.  

 

In Christ, Juana (Joanne) Tunison PW Moderator 

Pastora Evelyn Torres-Ramírez at 
the PW 2024 "Do Everything in 
Love" gathering in St. Louis.  

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 







Books from Susan 

Rack pastoral library. 
Susan is clearing out her pastoral  li-

brary and has many useful books to 

pass on.    

 

Susan is selling the Interpretation 

Commentary for Teachers and  

Preachers (42 Volumes Old & New 

Testament) for $300 as a set.  Pictures 

attached. 

 

She also has a complete set of             

Stephen Ministry resources she is  

willing to give to any church that 

would use them.  The set includes         

everything a Stephen Leader would 

need to run the program after            

being trained. 

 

If interested, please contact: 

 

Reverend Susan E. Joseph Rack, 

M.Div., Th.M. 

Pastor 

First Presbyterian Church of Ulysses 

69 E Main St,/POBox 597 

Trumansburg NY 14886 

she/her/hers  

(732) 648-6325 

revsjoseph@optonline.net 

https://uwm.edu/lgbtrc/support/gender-pronouns/
mailto:revsjoseph@optonline.net






Honoring the Saints in Our Annual Necrology Report 

In honor of upcoming All Saints Day, the time has come for the Annual Necrology Report for 

the Presbytery of Geneva. We ask that you send information for your congregational Necrology 

Report by  November 4, 2025 (though any information you have today you can send as this will 

help those preparing the report to properly recognize all who have passed). Please send the 

information to leadercare@presbyteryofgeneva.org.  

We ask your assistance in recognizing, honoring and giving thanks for the saints who passed 

into glory between Nov. 1, 2024 and Oct. 31, 2025, having served this presbytery as Ruling Elders 

or Teaching Elders. We shall also recognize congregations that have run their race and were 

disestablished during this time. The reading of the Necrology will be incorporated in our               

November Stated Meeting of the Presbytery. 

We always try to capture the most complete record we can for the Necrology Report. It is our 

heartfelt desire to recognize, honor, and give thanks for each servant who has gone to receive 

the rewards of their labor. Completeness can only be achieved when we receive this infor-

mation from the congregations. Last year only 15 churches in the Presbytery responded to this 

request, so we feel many were left out of this recognition. 

We ask the Clerks of Session for the following information if possible: 

The first and last name of the individual. Middle names can be added and “nicknames” for 

middle names are welcome. 

A phonetic spelling of any names that are likely to be mispronounced by a stranger. We 

ask for this information because their names will be read aloud as part of the Necrology 

Ceremony. 

A photo, if provided, will be shown in the presentation as we read the name of each indi-

vidual. Oftentimes a photo is not available, but if one is, we shall show it.   

If you have an ordination date, we will include that in the presentation as well. This piece 

of information is often difficult to find and is simply a “nice-to-have.” 

If you have had a year without experiencing a loss, we would like to know this as well so that we 

know that your church family is accounted for. 

We thank you in advance for your help in this effort to honor our colleagues who have passed 

into glory. 

 

  Committee on Leader Care 

mailto:leadercare@presbyteryofgeneva.org


https://omahapresbyterianseminaryfoundation.org/trainings-for-training/




REGISTER NOW 

https://events.ctsnet.edu/profile/web/index.cfm?PKwebID=0x6993abcd


Dear Church Family, 

Jesus Christ is Living Water for our Body and Soul 

If there is anyone interested in being part of a Water ministry of  Living Waters for the 

World, the next Clean Water U training is Sept. 23-27 at Hopewell Camp and Conference 

Center in Oxford, MS and we'd love to have you and your team at this training session! We 

currently have openings in each of our workshops - water project management, health     

education, and water system installation. If you are interested, contact Ken Allen or Linda 

Werts. Or visit Livingwatersfortheworld.org website. 

 

“All Gods Children deserve Clean Water” 

God Bless! 

Looking for old records?  

Need to archive your     

church’s records?            

Contact the:  

 

Presbyterian                     

Historical Society 
425 Lombard St. 

Phildelphia, PA 19147 

Ph: (215) 627-1852  

Email: refdesk@history.pcusa.org  

https://www.livingwatersfortheworld.org/cwu-101
https://www.camphopewell.com/
https://www.camphopewell.com/
https://www.google.com/search?q=presbyterian+historical+society&sca_esv=ce44fb6aa5ce43e4&source=hp&ei=AX6oaPjeEr-JptQPgtPwsAE&iflsig=AOw8s4IAAAAAaKiMEYwibtndcvvND10Mq4VawwTdbqu-&gs_ssp=eJzj4tFP1zfMSDZOjzeJNzJgtFI1qLCwTDZLBhKGSYlGZkmWxlYGFZaGBqZm5oaGiZYGyeamBk
mailto:refdesk@history.pcusa.org


Donate to the Presbytery online! 

Online Giving for Camp Whitman and the Presbytery of Geneva is available from our 

website.  Make contributions to Camp Whitman, the Presbytery’s General Fund,                         

Individual contributions to per capita, Ordination and Installation Offerings, and                    

Presbytery Meeting Offerings. This is through the Presbyterian Foundation and long-time 

partner, Vanco, so it is very secure to use. 

On our homepage www.presbyteryofgeneva.org, click on the            

“Make a Contribution” link or go directly to our Vanco donation page 

Donate to Presbytery of Geneva. You can select our general fund, 

Camp Whitman, per capita, Ordination and Installation Offerings, 

Presbytery Meeting Offerings, and others in the future as we roll 

them out. 



Delegation of PC(USA) leaders travels to 

Peru 

July trip focused on the impacts of mining and other 
extractive industries...  

Ten months after back-to-back hurri-

canes, Florida church’s recovery contin-

ues  

Sarasota’s Siesta Key Chapel is cleaned up and 
back in operation, but far from whole...  

The PC(USA) commissions a new class 

of Young Adult Volunteers 

Worshipers gather at the Presbyterian Center and 
online to bless the Class of 2025-26...  

PDA deploys to Texas Hill Country 

Discussions focus on ‘human-to-human connection,’ 
immediate needs and long-term recovery...  

https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/8/22/delegation-pcusa-leaders-travels-peru?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9DOVtFfTaZkhH5Y_dLnrOu-mQbXowuqWnS5a5ovT2gwANkG3ezhLTQpUMKc1R8CvZfsnKYyo-hAwBKIW6lchSMvYKox58NbGV_nNo1sb78-8YWneA&_hsmi=377117778&utm_cont
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/8/22/delegation-pcusa-leaders-travels-peru?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9DOVtFfTaZkhH5Y_dLnrOu-mQbXowuqWnS5a5ovT2gwANkG3ezhLTQpUMKc1R8CvZfsnKYyo-hAwBKIW6lchSMvYKox58NbGV_nNo1sb78-8YWneA&_hsmi=377117778&utm_cont
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/8/21/ten-months-after-back-back-hurricanes-florida-churchs-recovery-continues?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_1ljag8pbW1IMpQzLt-OKwRlJnqUicI0r3LtYdPIRI7Qu16F6ZIDcxFpzQlAcXMCc2ZpHiqlAdYJw-Gd54sUk1DnC2FJunfvfm346tX
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/8/21/ten-months-after-back-back-hurricanes-florida-churchs-recovery-continues?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_1ljag8pbW1IMpQzLt-OKwRlJnqUicI0r3LtYdPIRI7Qu16F6ZIDcxFpzQlAcXMCc2ZpHiqlAdYJw-Gd54sUk1DnC2FJunfvfm346tX
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/8/21/ten-months-after-back-back-hurricanes-florida-churchs-recovery-continues?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_1ljag8pbW1IMpQzLt-OKwRlJnqUicI0r3LtYdPIRI7Qu16F6ZIDcxFpzQlAcXMCc2ZpHiqlAdYJw-Gd54sUk1DnC2FJunfvfm346tX
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/8/20/pcusa-commissions-new-class-young-adult-volunteers?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-84loWh25DsYusnPBSiZOm19mLIVLjB3bTJnEzurZDZOZMP-eeER65fkHVBLv9TmX9lpCX3SPeGwJ_LICVs6O806iZMHM-q4xj-loWRbnTjHMnwI0I&_hsmi=37711
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/8/20/pcusa-commissions-new-class-young-adult-volunteers?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-84loWh25DsYusnPBSiZOm19mLIVLjB3bTJnEzurZDZOZMP-eeER65fkHVBLv9TmX9lpCX3SPeGwJ_LICVs6O806iZMHM-q4xj-loWRbnTjHMnwI0I&_hsmi=37711
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/8/20/pda-deploys-texas-hill-country?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--2JCNLXOzw9c-bLK0dMLglxauH1Xky955nX-w7lwyneAtdwa9LkhlRLboVyb4GoVQs3dVmOhIiLTWI94BHvrv5qEQ4z9f4xNWmT5XEPj8Z4PEXQZE&_hsmi=377117778&utm_content=377


PRC Practical Resources for Churches 

Changing Mindsets: Discovering theological mindset for your church 

Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2025 

7:00 - 8:00 pm EDT 

Leader – Kim Pope-Seiberlin 

  

Blessed Minds 

Thursday, Sept. 4, 2025 

2:00 – 3:00 pm EDT 

Leader – Rev. Dr. Sarah Lund 

 

Understanding Polarization: Treating Division with Humility 

Tuesday, September, 9, 2025 

2:00 – 3:00 pm EDT 

Leader: Dr. Daryl Van Tongeren 

 

Advanced Websites: A look under the hood at the new PRC website 

Thursday, Sept. 11, 2025 

7:00 – 8:00 pm EDT 

Leader – Eric Seiberling 

  

Generationally Speaking: Bridging Generational Divides for a Thriving Church 

Tuesday, September 16, 2025 

2:00 – 3:00 pm EDT 

Leader – Stepahnie Luedtke 

  

Why Administration Matters 

Thursday, Sept. 25, 2025 

2:00 – 3:00 pm EDT 

Leader – Bonnie Marden 

  

Don’t Overcomplicate This! First Steps to Fresh Ministry Initiatives 

Tuesday, September 30, 2025 

2:00 – 3:00 pm EDT 

Leader – Brett DeHart 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_3ln2o6HjQWScISMHOk5v5A#/registration
https://giceww4ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001U_53fk-sMu_cp8MbFR4RR6WYEubUCDJk380OcS81TfeQ7KUtD-z7tCdzQ5wqE__8F7-Zlbgn7TBTEltWRlO6yCLmpj8btZ-9cVooSpQ6YWYza03kkWbcbw2AQZ0ivKqujootl7ULsDlurr7WGn5UPvKMQC-TQ-qBskzmQYdpjI6NrUA6CyxB5AcmrAq8_gzf0pdG-gHgIJiH5f4oF1JzzlbiCp
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_4eSwZo8wSrSmQS8e51sy5w#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_50MI8CKZR4CYxzDWYXqCvQ#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_9GYvGtVHTtSCYuGTnlqqSA#/registration
https://giceww4ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001U_53fk-sMu_cp8MbFR4RR6WYEubUCDJk380OcS81TfeQ7KUtD-z7tCdzQ5wqE__8F7-Zlbgn7TBTEltWRlO6yCLmpj8btZ-9cVooSpQ6YWYza03kkWbcbw2AQZ0ivKqujootl7ULsDlurr7WGn5UPvKMQC-TQ-qBskzmQYdpjI6NrUA6CyxB5AcmrAq8_gzf0pdG-gHgIJgGpo2cc_neI97TDv
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_93gs6TP3Ql6PtLxEi9rv1g#/registration
https://giceww4ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001U_53fk-sMu_cp8MbFR4RR6WYEubUCDJk380OcS81TfeQ7KUtD-z7tCdzQ5wqE__8F7-Zlbgn7TBTEltWRlO6yCLmpj8btZ-9cVooSpQ6YWYza03kkWbcbw2AQZ0ivKqujootl7ULsDlurr7WGn5UPvKMQC-TQ-qBskzmQYdpjI6NrUA6CyxB5AcmrAq8_gzf0pdG-gHgIJin4S1DI8XYvJR8q4
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_QWxVWmeETlWh4B8fSivd6w#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_pQ1Hw00mRw23kg_0QGRTNw#/registration


Calling all young adults (18-35) who are passionate about climate justice and creation 
care! Presbyterians for Earth Care is building a faith-based network of  young people who 
are leading the way in environmental advocacy - from local congregations to the PC
(USA) to the national stage. Is that you? Or does it describe someone you know? Join us 
by completing our interest form: bit.ly/PECYANetwork. Then, tag a friend who’s ready 
to take action and share this with your community. 

Visit the Earth Care  

website here 

http://bit.ly/PECYANetwork
https://presbyearthcare.org/about-us/


SAVE THE DATE  

Connection to Transformation  
 

Building a Partnership Culture in                                                

Faith Communities Conference  

A Collaborative Conference with the New York Council of Churches 

 

The Synod of the Northeast, in collaboration with the New York Council of Churches,                                        
is excited to present: 

 

Connection to Transformation: Building a Partnership Culture in                                              
Faith Communities Conference 

 

Saturday, October 25, 2025 9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

First Presbyterian Church 

315 N. Cayuga Street 

Ithaca, New York 

 

This gathering will bring together ecumenical and interfaith pastors, lay leaders, organizers, and 
community advocates from across the Central and Western New York region to explore how trans-
formational partnerships can emerge when faith communities center connection, collaboration, and 
mutuality. Through worship, storytelling, interactive workshops, and keynote conversations, partici-
pants will reflect on how churches can move beyond transactional relationships toward deeper en-
gagement that reflects the love and justice of Christ in our small towns and rural communities. 

 

Whether you serve in a local congregation, a nonprofit ministry, or an ecumenical initiative, this 
conference will offer tools and inspiration for building a culture of authentic partnership rooted in 
shared purpose and faith. 

 

Join us as we listen, learn, and reimagine the future of the Church and the communities we are 
called to serve. Together, we move from connection to transformation. 

 

Registration will open in July! Stay tuned for registration details and speaker                    
announcements.. 

Read Article on Website 

https://www.synodne.org/blog/2025/6/25/connection-to-transformation-building-a-partnership-culture-in-faith-communities-conference


Have you ever been searching for a worship image and just can’t find a good option, 

or a Sunday School lesson on a specific text? Your congregation is probably creating 

resources that once you use them, the file just sits on your hard drive or in the cloud 

and never is accessed again. Churches are searching for dynamic content and are also 

creating amazing resources— why not share! The Ministry Marketplace is intended to 

celebrate how creative ministry workers are and provide a place for them to share 

their creativity with others. With Ministry Marketplace you can shop digital resources 

that other pastors, churches, christian educators create and use them to bless your 

congregation. You can also set up your own vendor account for your church or  your-

self and allow your creativity to be a stream of revenue, blessing other ministries and 

supporting your own.  

Churches creating, ministries sharing, faith growing.  

Check out Ministry Marketplace- share your own materials and support                                                      

other ministries by purchasing!  

theministrymarketplace.com  

https://theministrymarketplace.com/


Send us your pics! If your church has photos of recent events to share, 

please email them to the presbytery office at:                                                                             

officeadmin@presbyteryofgeneva.org  

before the monthly deadline (found each month on page 1)                                                

and they’ll be added to the next newsletter.  

Presbytery Leader, Marjorie Ackerman, will be away and unavailable 

from August 20 to October 2. 

If you have questions about or need help with Presbytery matters, please 

contact either:                                                                                                                                 

Amy Loving-Austin at statedclerk@presbyteryofgeneva.org or                                                                            

David Ashby at treasurer@presbyteryofgeneva.org. 

Marji’s email will also be periodically checked by a staff member in her absence. 

 

Presbytery Administrative Support Services, Gretchen Duffy, will be away and unavailable 

from September 15 to September 26. This email will not be checked during this time. 

Free Organ to a good home! 

Carole Shellman has a Conn organ from approx. 1960 that she would like to give to a good home. 

The organ was her mother’s and has been in her family since it was new. To her knowledge,              

everything works. If interested, you can reach her at 570-596-2484. Don’t wait! Offer only                   

available until late October. 


