
October 2025 Newsletter 

 

Our Mission: The Presbytery of Geneva lives to support and equip congregations and leaders 

to be Christ in the Finger Lakes and the world. 

 

Our Vision: Radiating the light of Christ, the Presbytery of Geneva thrives as a community of 

servants, lifting up every congregation and leader in ministering together.   

The purpose of the newsletter is to announce upcoming events 

and opportunities sponsored by the Presbytery, its congregations, 

the Synod of the Northeast, the PC(USA), neighboring                             

presbyteries, and partner agencies. If you have an item for the   

October newsletter, please send the information to                                                                 

officeadmin@presbyteryofgeneva.org by  October 27, 2025.  

mailto:officeadmin@presbyteryofgeneva.org




Advocacy Training Opportunity in Ithaca, NY  



October 24 1-4pm and October 25 9am-5pm  

 

The New York State Council of Churches and the Synod of the Northeast are partnering 

to host Connection to Transformation: Building a Partnership Culture in Faith Communi-

ties, October 24–25, 2025, at  First Presbyterian Church in Ithaca, NY. 

  

This powerful two-day gathering begins with the Council’s first Regional Advocacy Day—

a direct response to faith leaders across New York who asked for more accessible, local 

opportunities to engage. Regional advocacy days are designed to equip clergy and lay 

leaders with tools to address pressing issues in their communities, effectively communi-

cate with elected officials, and build lasting networks. This is the first regional Advocacy 

Day and will bring elected representatives together with faith leaders to focus on the is-

sues facing communities in Western NY. We also encourage faith leaders to attend the 

Statewide Ecumenical and Interfaith Advocacy Day in March 2026, that will focus on the 

legislative priorities that impact the entire state and enable faith leaders from different 

regions to work collectively.  

  

Saturday, October 25 will bring together ecumenical and interfaith pastors, lay leaders, 

organizers, and advocates from Central and Western New York. The conference will ex-

plore how faith communities can foster transformational partnerships through connec-

tion, collaboration, and mutuality. Participants will engage in worship, storytelling, work-

shops, and keynote conversations—all centered on moving from transactional to authen-

tic, justice-rooted relationships.The tools and inspiration for those serving in congrega-

tions, nonprofit ministries, and ecumenical initiatives help to build a culture of shared 

purpose and faithful presence—especially in small towns and rural communities. 

  

Join us as we listen, learn, and reimagine the future of the Church and the communities 

we are called to serve. Together, we move from connection to transformation.  

Register Here 

https://synodofthenortheast.wufoo.com/forms/q1aukjac0po6ihk/?emci=24aa9cda-5e57-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=653dec1c-d86b-f011-8dc9-6045bda9d96b&ceid=2547817


https://secure.everyaction.com/N7WrP5wWxEyn8_NmF-fH0g2?contactdata=HbiqXpU5RM%2fpIkfw6wOlJPrIFlh6JNpHSBk4xOWPajoOmUDjjN+DUbyAXtLh2rtTu7%2flvkFSi486U7zqfKQaEzW5G5kbZpZtmGdfeFIFRC3%2fLD1gKn7qePh4fiL6Ytj0lGfhXNyztLU%2f4nFU+E6Ux5t8qzA56Tlqlko1WWAyjwPDqBHirqYM%25


Unification is happening 
Is God calling you to leadership in this unique moment 
in our denomination’s history? 

Presbyterian News Service 

The 225th General Assembly gave the Commission to Unify the Office of the General Assembly 
(OGA) and the Presbyterian Mission Agency (PMA) a clear mandate: Bring together the OGA and 
the PMA into one unified agency, aligning our mission and structure for long-term faithfulness and 
sustainability. That work is well underway. 

OGA and PMA are already operating as one organization, provisionally called the Interim Unified 
Agency (IUA). IUA staff are now shaping the permanent structure and designing how this new body 
will function so it can faithfully and effectively serve the whole church. 

This new agency will need a strong, faithful and wise board to guide it forward. That’s where you 
come in. 

Nominations are now open for the first Board of the Unified Agency (permanent name coming soon). 
You can submit your name to the General Assembly Nominating Committee (GANC) using the 
nomination form found here. The description for the Governing Board outlines the board’s advisory, 
support, oversight and fiduciary responsibilities, as well as its close working relationship with the 
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly and Executive Director of the Unified Agency (SC/ED), as 
well as its partnerships with stakeholders across the church during this ongoing transformation. A 
diverse group of faithful, knowledgeable, committed people will be nominated to the 227

th
 GA (2026) 

by the GANC as members of this new governance board. Carrying forward this important work will 
require gifts such as: 

• Leadership and professional development 

• Strategic, analytical and critical thinking 

• Governance and polity 

• Financial literacy 

• Change management 

• Human capital management 

• Communication 

• Diversity, equity and inclusion 

Is the Holy Spirit tapping you on the shoulder as you are reading this? If so, we encourage you to 
learn more and submit your application today. 

We offer God thanks for the faithful ministry of the staff in the legacy agencies OGA and PMA, and 
the many faithful members who served for years on the Committee on the Office of the General 
Assembly and the Presbyterian Mission Agency Board.  We offer God thanks for the staff of the IUA 
and their call to ministry in this moment of transition into this new thing God is creating among us. 

Now, we invite you to prayerfully consider joining us. This is a rare and pivotal moment in our 
denomination’s history — a time to help shape a unified agency that will serve the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.) for generations to come. 

Creating an account for the GA nomination process — If you have not previously used the 
online portal for nominations, you will need to open an account by creating a username, providing 
your email address and creating a password. After you submit this information, an activation email 
will be sent to the email address you provided. You will need to click on the link provided in that 
email in order to activate your account. Once you have activated your account, you can log in using 
your username and password. If you need assistance, please email Assistant Stated Clerk/Ruling 
Elder valerie izumi. 

 
August 21, 2025/Teaching Elder Felipe N. Martínez and Ruling Elder Cristi Scott Ligon, Co-Moderators of the Unification Commission/Presbyterian News Service 

https://www.pc-biz.org/search/3000918
https://pcusa.org/about-pcusa/church-structure/general-assembly/committees-commissions/ga-committees-other-groups/unified-agency-governing-board
mailto:valerie.izumi@pcusa.org


News from the Retirees Luncheon 

WHAT A BEAUTIFUL DAY  FOR THE RETIREES, SPOUSES, AND CRE'S LUNCHEON.  

CampWhitman was a wonderful place to be on this September Day. Twelve folks were in 
attendance (including Leader Care Committee members) and enjoyed chatting and 
eating. Bryan Muecke, our camp director, cooked a very tasty meal, which we all en-
joyed. Below  is a recipe of one of the popular entrees. 

After lunch, we enjoyed a presentation regarding camp fun and success, along with goals 
for the coming years. 

 

Crockpot Turkey & Sweet Potato Stew 

 

 Brown 2 lbs of ground turkey in 1T of Olive Oil. When turkey is thoroughly cooked, transfer to 
the crock pot 

      

     

 
 

 1/2 cup soy sauce 

  

 

  

  

  

  

 

 

Looking forward to RETIREES LUNCHEON 2026 

 

Janet  Garvey Barager ' 

Committee on Leader Care 





Arvel Bird, known as Celtic Indian, embodies the rich heritage of his mixed background—American 
Indian (S. Paiute from Utah/Metis, enrolled) and Celtic (Clan Kennedy from Scotland). With his violin, 
fiddle, Native flutes, and Irish whistles, Arvel creates a powerful tapestry of music and storytelling. 
One of his notable works is the original eight-movement concerto titled “Tribal Music Suite: Journey 
of a Paiute,” which features violin, flute, Native drumming, and singing. Classically trained as a violin-
ist, Arvel’s compositions and performances blend various styles, including Celtic, bluegrass, and his 
unique interpretations of Native American folk and Celtic rock music. Between 1986 and 2000, Arvel 
toured with renowned artists such as Glen Campbell, Lorettta Lynn, Tom T. Hall, Ray Price, Louise 
Mandrell, and Clay Walker, He now focuses on weaving traditional stories about animals and their 
totem meanings into new music for a rock opera called “Lost Bird.” This project features songs cele-
brating the resilience, empowerment, and cultural sustainability of the Seventh Generation, both 
past and present. Some notable tracks include “Red Nations Rising,” “Warriors Unafraid,” “Wovoka’s 
Dream,” and “Crazy Horse Lightning Warrior,” which depict Native American people rising from the 
struggles imposed by a dominant culture. After spending years in Nashville, TN, Arvel has now settled 
in Cottonwood, AZ. He continues to connect with audiences the traditional way – through live perfor-
mances. This is where his emotionally charged shows flourish, captivating concert venues, symphony 
halls, festivals, and more, leaving audiences inspired, transfixed, and transformed. 



Honoring the Saints in Our Annual Necrology Report 

In honor of upcoming All Saints Day, the time has come for the Annual Necrology Report for 

the Presbytery of Geneva. We ask that you send information for your congregational Necrology 

Report by  November 4, 2025 (though any information you have today you can send as this will 

help those preparing the report to properly recognize all who have passed). Please send the 

information to leadercare@presbyteryofgeneva.org.  

We ask your assistance in recognizing, honoring and giving thanks for the saints who passed 

into glory between Nov. 1, 2024 and Oct. 31, 2025, having served this presbytery as Ruling Elders 

or Teaching Elders. We shall also recognize congregations that have run their race and were 

disestablished during this time. The reading of the Necrology will be incorporated in our               

November Stated Meeting of the Presbytery. 

We always try to capture the most complete record we can for the Necrology Report. It is our 

heartfelt desire to recognize, honor, and give thanks for each servant who has gone to receive 

the rewards of their labor. Completeness can only be achieved when we receive this infor-

mation from the congregations. Last year only 15 churches in the Presbytery responded to this 

request, so we feel many were left out of this recognition. 

We ask the Clerks of Session for the following information if possible: 

The first and last name of the individual. Middle names can be added and “nicknames” for 

middle names are welcome. 

A phonetic spelling of any names that are likely to be mispronounced by a stranger. We 

ask for this information because their names will be read aloud as part of the Necrology 

Ceremony. 

A photo, if provided, will be shown in the presentation as we read the name of each indi-

vidual. Oftentimes a photo is not available, but if one is, we shall show it.   

If you have an ordination date, we will include that in the presentation as well. This piece 

of information is often difficult to find and is simply a “nice-to-have.” 

If you have had a year without experiencing a loss, we would like to know this as well so that we 

know that your church family is accounted for. 

We thank you in advance for your help in this effort to honor our colleagues who have passed 

into glory. 

 

  Committee on Leader Care 

mailto:leadercare@presbyteryofgeneva.org


https://omahapresbyterianseminaryfoundation.org/trainings-for-training/


CHICKEN 



REGISTER NOW 

https://events.ctsnet.edu/profile/web/index.cfm?PKwebID=0x6993abcd


Donate to the Presbytery online! 

Online Giving for Camp Whitman and the Presbytery of Geneva is available from our 

website.  Make contributions to Camp Whitman, the Presbytery’s General Fund,                         

Individual contributions to per capita, Ordination and Installation Offerings, and                    

Presbytery Meeting Offerings. This is through the Presbyterian Foundation and long-time 

partner, Vanco, so it is very secure to use. 

On our homepage www.presbyteryofgeneva.org, click on the            

“Make a Contribution” link or go directly to our Vanco donation page 

Donate to Presbytery of Geneva. You can select our general fund, 

Camp Whitman, per capita, Ordination and Installation Offerings, 

Presbytery Meeting Offerings, and others in the future as we roll 

them out. 



Week of September 22 - 26  

New video: Presbytery of San Gabriel returns ancestral 

lands to Gabrieleno Tongva Tribal Council  

Last month's gathering celebrated reparative justice  

Years after Hurricane Ian, Wintergarden Presbyterian 

Church celebrates a job well done 

Good relationships with partners helped the southwest Flori-
da church and its surrounding community to rebound from 
major storm  

Unification Commission approves new structure and priori-

ties for Unified Agency 

Agency will be arranged in four areas of work  

From the Archives: Presbyterianism in Cuba 

The digitization of a 1949 photo album created by the Pres-
bytery of Cuba illustrates the growth of the church  

Zaccheus Project at church in Greeneville, Tennessee ex-

plores political wisdom of Jesus 

The small group from First Presbyterian Church seeks to 
cultivate belonging over othering amidst political and social 
conflict  

https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/9/25/new-video-presbytery-san-gabriel-returns-ancestral-land-gabrieleno-tongva-tribal-council?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9Guj1Ct0E56eb6Y8Ax6xVg-VNgwdRPUG6uD-3qXNZlAG4OuCRTpGS_4qfFIXZkhuiSXBnWzp1e20RsqQjs0v-iV
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/9/25/new-video-presbytery-san-gabriel-returns-ancestral-land-gabrieleno-tongva-tribal-council?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9Guj1Ct0E56eb6Y8Ax6xVg-VNgwdRPUG6uD-3qXNZlAG4OuCRTpGS_4qfFIXZkhuiSXBnWzp1e20RsqQjs0v-iV
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/9/23/years-after-hurricane-ian-wintergarden-church-celebrates-job-well-done-pda-host-site?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8tTfRIOFavPrnuVG7vDWlX2Xmww_gmKL9dr5BVw0OxzjDMPDVaLvsC-UimUEKm2B9g5mC3SrK_68B9M8Ig97lZOkyti
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/9/23/years-after-hurricane-ian-wintergarden-church-celebrates-job-well-done-pda-host-site?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8tTfRIOFavPrnuVG7vDWlX2Xmww_gmKL9dr5BVw0OxzjDMPDVaLvsC-UimUEKm2B9g5mC3SrK_68B9M8Ig97lZOkyti
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/9/25/unification-commission-approves-new-structure-and-priorities-unified-agency?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--mH12cbZT6uH9kWlNLZ0oQ9y7Dj2JI8grceQrXLY3yK4js0dNTj7IipO6zdbOcw48dS2NfiS4wHukmkNJw43gMNHCJ4HRFlOufhy
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/9/25/unification-commission-approves-new-structure-and-priorities-unified-agency?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--mH12cbZT6uH9kWlNLZ0oQ9y7Dj2JI8grceQrXLY3yK4js0dNTj7IipO6zdbOcw48dS2NfiS4wHukmkNJw43gMNHCJ4HRFlOufhy
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/9/24/archives-presbyterianism-cuba?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9fU8YGdWzc-JyErt7yIFcuMb0sNPpNuu67iqrC6eNNkqE81WkglHWR7cqcWEg5kOpn30Bnw-gcQN10-us3fhaJZm4h0K-LiPah8bDFeMVo32Y4cRw&_hsmi=382482098&utm_content=3824
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/9/25/zacchaeus-project-church-greeneville-tennessee-explores-political-wisdom-jesus?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9rhUmX7hltjZfXiReYtQU5DV2rjdOufQbAjW9f5rztWaIGQ2uZPYT536Uz0exPCfhQISlJyBheM2n0n0YcvrSUcZUNYfJwbWy
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/9/25/zacchaeus-project-church-greeneville-tennessee-explores-political-wisdom-jesus?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9rhUmX7hltjZfXiReYtQU5DV2rjdOufQbAjW9f5rztWaIGQ2uZPYT536Uz0exPCfhQISlJyBheM2n0n0YcvrSUcZUNYfJwbWy


PRC Practical Resources for Churches 

Purple Church Reflections: Navigating Stewardship in an Age 
of Polarization 

Thursday, Oct. 2, 2025 

2:00 – 3:00 pm EDT 

Leader – Greg Allen-Pickett 

  

Reclaiming Confirmation 

Tuesday, October 7, 2025 

2:00 – 3:00 pm EDT 

Leader - Kirsten Trachsel 

  

Online Presence in 2025 and Beyond 

Thursday, October 9, 2025 

7:00 – 8:00 PM EDT 

Leader – Eric Seiberling 

 

Cross-Cultural Ministries 

Tuesday, October 21, 2025 

7:00 – 8:00 PM EDT 

Leader – Kim Pope-Seiberling 

 

Resisting Erasure and Isolation as Pathway to Belonging 

Thursday, October 23, 2025 

2:00 – 3:00 PM EDT 

Leaders - Craig Lemming, Erin Weber-Johnson 

 

Practical AI for Churches 

Tuesday, October 28, 2025 

2:00 – 3:00 PM EDT 

Leader – Eric Seiberling 

 

Full Day VBS - it's not that scary! 

Thursday, October 30, 2025 

2:00 – 3:00 PM EDT 

Leader – Kelsey DeCarlo 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vXjukDYkS5259zqk2eQW6A#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vXjukDYkS5259zqk2eQW6A#/registration
https://giceww4ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tMzz6EAGsCClm6PnT0sy6TrAkWc1ixOh4hWJOfuDSfczkMfh8xx283x-rN5qzjlAjNIkmuJSPFChGwMkJBLxUww5qKEmbteAs_p43S2qgfzcGI7Z0xHhiSW1A_Zf7aA9_pgDyoy1HMRCTiodE__CSk9jhvhFFDZy5AmPc3MOsT4kwmyqZEheYMqVxt0-4Fc2xCJ1p3hrI0udIvmwiJAoux_VXi
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_CHMXTyPUScaI06BPUTCelQ#/registration
https://giceww4ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tMzz6EAGsCClm6PnT0sy6TrAkWc1ixOh4hWJOfuDSfczkMfh8xx283x-rN5qzjlAjNIkmuJSPFChGwMkJBLxUww5qKEmbteAs_p43S2qgfzcGI7Z0xHhiSW1A_Zf7aA9_pgDyoy1HMRCTiodE__CSk9jhvhFFDZy5AmPc3MOsT4kwmyqZEheYMqVxt0-4Fc2xCJ1p3hrI0sCcAhJ4liOtXHmUG
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Cohx5kuLQvWpJTbWWIqNug#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_noy13_RITF2cat8FBPoPDA#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_U6qE2ukATDOJyMZxuE8dpw#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_FiiNC50uSxCjKBTj281N2A#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87648867883?pwd=ztDF2nSHSusLgjql19WQcyHnc0S6d6.1#success


Presbyterians for Earth Care is inviting young adults 

ages 18-35 to join the Creation Action Network of 

Presbyterian Young Adults - CANOPY! Together, 

this group is connecting, educating, learning, and 

taking action in solidarity with creation and with one 

another. To learn more, visit their Instagram 

(@canopy_pec), complete their interest form                        

(bit.ly/CANOPYInterestForm), or email Emma              

Marshall, CANOPY’s organizer, at                                     

pecyaorganizer@gmail.com.                                                    

Join us, and share with a friend! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdavRVGRGz5v_K2qICX8dz10nYcjVdyvt0bL62bwhsNHZdMVA/viewform
http://bit.ly/CANOPYInterestForm
mailto:pecyaorganizer@gmail.com


In 2020, Union Presbyterian Seminary sponsored a grant program called PSCE (Presbyterians Supporting Chris-
tian Education). This began as an opportunity for those interested in Christian Education, but was quickly ex-
panded to include CRE/CPs. The program with these two streams of cohorts has been very successful and has 
helped many in these important ministries. 

The PSCE program provides cohorts of about eight people with a facilitator for support, education, and spiritual 
growth. The groups meet once a month for a year, and are offered a small stipend for their participation. Co-
horts meet on Zoom and are made up of folks from around the country. 

Information about the cohorts is below. Applications are due by November 30, 2025. 

For those who have questions, please contact: 

Marilyn Johns, D.Min./PSCE Board 

marilynjohns2@gmail.com 

mailto:marilynjohns2@gmail.com




SAVE THE DATE  

Connection to Transformation  
 

Building a Partnership Culture in                                                

Faith Communities Conference  

A Collaborative Conference with the New York Council of Churches 

 

The Synod of the Northeast, in collaboration with the New York Council of Churches,                                        
is excited to present: 

 

Connection to Transformation: Building a Partnership Culture in                                              
Faith Communities Conference 

 

Saturday, October 25, 2025 9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

First Presbyterian Church 

315 N. Cayuga Street 

Ithaca, New York 

 

This gathering will bring together ecumenical and interfaith pastors, lay leaders, organizers, and 
community advocates from across the Central and Western New York region to explore how trans-
formational partnerships can emerge when faith communities center connection, collaboration, and 
mutuality. Through worship, storytelling, interactive workshops, and keynote conversations, partici-
pants will reflect on how churches can move beyond transactional relationships toward deeper en-
gagement that reflects the love and justice of Christ in our small towns and rural communities. 

 

Whether you serve in a local congregation, a nonprofit ministry, or an ecumenical initiative, this 
conference will offer tools and inspiration for building a culture of authentic partnership rooted in 
shared purpose and faith. 

 

Join us as we listen, learn, and reimagine the future of the Church and the communities we are 
called to serve. Together, we move from connection to transformation. 

 

Registration will open in July! Stay tuned for registration details and speaker                    
announcements.. 

Read Article on Website 

https://www.synodne.org/blog/2025/6/25/connection-to-transformation-building-a-partnership-culture-in-faith-communities-conference


https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/services/ministry-relations-officers/?bblinkid=286164162&bbemailid=59756940&bbejrid=-1012291058
https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/coach-program-guide-virtual-3.19.25.pdf?bblinkid=286164163&bbemailid=59756940&bbejrid=-1012291058
https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/resources/church-financial-literacy-and-leadership-program/coaching-program/?bblinkid=286164161&bbemailid=59756940&bbejrid=-1012291058


SIGN UP HERE 

SIGN UP HERE 

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/u2WCYZ4/Celtic?source_id=47ea3086-8f88-4fd6-9e12-10a8559ecc2b&source_type=em&c=n-9qaPWM1ySppZJHFdn45jsg6TSK81hIJDQ8WxsUJBVsSwT48hUFAg==
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/petA2AK/McLarenSabbath?source_id=47ea3086-8f88-4fd6-9e12-10a8559ecc2b&source_type=em&c=n-9qaPWM1ySppZJHFdn45jsg6TSK81hIJDQ8WxsUJBVsSwT48hUFAg==


Watch Part One Here! 

SIGN UP FOR PART TWO HERE 

APPLY HERE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9KcEeCZECaI
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/AYE1Fun/mentalfitness?source_id=47ea3086-8f88-4fd6-9e12-10a8559ecc2b&source_type=em&c=n-9qaPWM1ySppZJHFdn45jsg6TSK81hIJDQ8WxsUJBVsSwT48hUFAg==
https://apply.mykaleidoscope.com/scholarships/CommonApplicationforLeadershipDevelopment


Send us your pics! If your church has photos of recent events to share, 

please email them to the presbytery office at:                                                                             

officeadmin@presbyteryofgeneva.org  

before the monthly deadline (found each month on page 1)                                                

and they’ll be added to the next newsletter.  


