
November 2025 Newsletter 

 

Our Mission: The Presbytery of Geneva lives to support and equip congregations and leaders 

to be Christ in the Finger Lakes and the world. 

 

Our Vision: Radiating the light of Christ, the Presbytery of Geneva thrives as a community of 

servants, lifting up every congregation and leader in ministering together.   

The purpose of the newsletter is to announce upcoming events 

and opportunities sponsored by the Presbytery, its congregations, 

the Synod of the Northeast, the PC(USA), neighboring                             

presbyteries, and partner agencies. If you have an item for the   

October newsletter, please send the information to                                                                 

officeadmin@presbyteryofgeneva.org by  November 24, 2025.  

mailto:officeadmin@presbyteryofgeneva.org






Register today! 

https://secure.everyaction.com/N7WrP5wWxEyn8_NmF-fH0g2?contactdata=HbiqXpU5RM%2fpIkfw6wOlJPrIFlh6JNpHSBk4xOWPajoOmUDjjN+DUbyAXtLh2rtTu7%2flvkFSi486U7zqfKQaEzW5G5kbZpZtmGdfeFIFRC3%2fLD1gKn7qePh4fiL6Ytj0lGfhXNyztLU%2f4nFU+E6Ux5t8qzA56Tlqlko1WWAyjwPDqBHirqYM%25
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/IihURfTbRS2Niw3pDeO02Q#/registration


Learn more and register! 

https://pres-outlook.org/product/creating-neuro-affirming-worship-welcoming-neurodiverse-children-and-families/?utm_source=Presbyterian+Outlook+Email+Updates&utm_campaign=a0ab32e34c-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_12_06_03_24_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_b2a9be


https://youtube.com/shorts/taXX_YEpWQQ?si=kZYTTBThpJqM3T6u  

You have heard from your Mission and Witness Committee about some of the ways our 

“Cents-Ability” (formerly 2 cents a meal) efforts make a real difference in the lives of all 

involved. Would you be willing to help us share those stories with the rest of your con-

gregation? Or, perhaps with your Session or Mission committee? 

 

We hope this video will inspire you and your congregation to either grow or begin your 

generous participation in this successful and inspiring food ministry: 

https://youtube.com/shorts/taXX_YEpWQQ?si=kZYTTBThpJqM3T6u  

(if this you tube link does not open up when you click it, consider copying the link and 

pasting it directly into your internet search bar.) 

 

With gratitude, 

Mission and Witness 

https://youtube.com/shorts/taXX_YEpWQQ?si=kZYTTBThpJqM3T6u
https://youtube.com/shorts/taXX_YEpWQQ?si=kZYTTBThpJqM3T6u


Be the Voice. Bring the Hope. Advocate with Justice. 

The Presbyterian Women and PC(USA) delegations worship at the 69th Commission on the Status of Women in March 

2025 

Join Presbyterian Women at 

the Commission on the Status of Women 

Presbyterian Women invites you to apply to be part of our delegation to the 70th Session of the 
United Nations Commission on the Status of Women (CSW70)—a global gathering where voices of 
women, faith, and justice converge to shape the world’s agenda for gender equity. 

Each year, Presbyterian Women brings the heart of our faith and the power of our Purpose to this 
global platform—lifting up stories of resilience, challenging systems of injustice, and standing shoul-
der to shoulder with women from every nation. 
 
The 70th Session on the Commission on the Status of Women will be held March 9–20, 2026, 
at the United Nations Headquarters in New York, and offers an opportunity to 
 
• Engage with global leaders, advocates, and faith-based and ecumenical partners. 
• Participate in worship, educational opportunities and advocacy that embodies Presbyterian 

Women’s Purpose. 
• Bring back insights and inspiration to your congregation, presbytery, and PW community. 
•  
CSW70 Priority Theme 
 
Ensuring and strengthening access to justice for all women and girls, including by promoting inclu-
sive and equitable legal systems, eliminating discriminatory laws, policies, and practices, and ad-
dressing structural barriers.  



Whether you are seasoned in advocacy or newly inspired to speak out—your voice belongs here. 
Kelsey Law, Vice Moderator, Presbyterian Women, Inc., 2024-2027 Board of Directors, says 

"Presbyterian Women’s purpose is not simply spoken—it is lived. We enter spaces like CSW as 
faith bearers and justice seekers, carrying the stories of our communities and the hope of a 
world made whole." 

A Legacy of Presence and Purpose 
For nearly two decades, Presbyterian Women have been a consistent and courageous voice at the 
United Nations. Guided by faith and rooted in advocacy, PW has sent delegates to CSW for 
over 17 years, ensuring that the lived realities of women in the Church and around the world are 
not only represented but reverberate through global policy discussions. 
From rural congregations to international forums, PW’s presence is a living legacy of commitment, 
courage, and connection—proof that when women of faith gather, transformation follows. 

Call to Action 
Applications are due by December 8, 2025  

Click here to apply now to join Presbyterian Women’s delegation to CSW70!  

Presbyterian Women Churchwide is offering financial support for CSW participation 

three young women's grants—up to $2,000 each—available to young women (ages 18–30)  

PW Leadership Development Grants, (up to $500 each) available for women of any age. 

Please note that applications for these grants are separate from the CSW application. And early 
application for these funds is advised! 

  

Presbyterian Women’s Annual Mission Fund (the Mission Pledge) makes possible every mission, 
program and resource of PW, including our advocacy at the UN. Give now to support Presbyterian 
Women's witness in the world. 

GIVE TO PW's ANNUAL MISSION FUND  

https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/what_we_do/work-for-justice/advocacy/about-the-united-nations-commission-on-the-status-of-women/
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/downloads/csw-application-2/
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/downloads/leadership-development-grant-application-for-csw-costs-young-women/
https://presbyterianwomeninthepcusainc.cmail19.com/t/t-l-ghidlky-buyjhkkuj-t/
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/downloads/application-leadership-development-grant/
https://presbyterianwomeninthepcusainc.cmail19.com/t/t-l-ghidlky-buyjhkkuj-d/
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/giving-funding/give/


https://omahapresbyterianseminaryfoundation.org/trainings-for-training/


Now entering its 10th year, the National 
Fund for Sacred Places is the only nationwide 
program of its kind, providing financial and 
professional resources to help congregations 
remain strong faith communites while they 
steward some of the nation’s most im-
portant and architecturally significant houses 
of worship. Since its inception, the National 
Fund has awarded or pledged over $33 mil-
lion to 168 community –serving congrega-
tions representing 28 faith traditions across 
45 states, the District of Columbia, and Puer-
to Rico. 

Each of the congregations welcomed into the National Fund this year represents a unique story of resilience, history, 
and service,” said Bob Jaeger, President of Partners for Sacred Places. “These sacred places are not only ar-
chitechtural treasures—they are vital centers of congregational life and community anchors offering meals, educa-
tion, cultural enrichment, and refuge. We are honored to support their preservation and their continued role in public 
life.” 







Donate to the Presbytery online! 

Online Giving for Camp Whitman and the Presbytery of Geneva is available from our 

website.  Make contributions to Camp Whitman, the Presbytery’s General Fund,                         

Individual contributions to per capita, Ordination and Installation Offerings, and                    

Presbytery Meeting Offerings. This is through the Presbyterian Foundation and long-time 

partner, Vanco, so it is very secure to use. 

On our homepage www.presbyteryofgeneva.org, click on the            

“Make a Contribution” link or go directly to our Vanco donation page 

Donate to Presbytery of Geneva. You can select our general fund, 

Camp Whitman, per capita, Ordination and Installation Offerings, 

Presbytery Meeting Offerings, and others in the future as we roll 

them out. 



Standing ‘on the kin-dom side of 

history’ 

PC(USA) congregations raise awareness and 

advocate for families in detention  

Congregational connections form 

through US-Colombian presbyteries’ 

partnership 

The relationship between Seattle’s Union Church 

and Primera Iglesia Barranquilla became so close, 

one Seattle couple lived in Colombia for a year  

Palestinian pastor urges transfor-

mation like Paul’s 

The Rev. Dr. Munther Isaac leads Bible study for 

the World Communion of Reformed Churches  

Delegates elect the Rev. Dr. Karen 

Georgia Thompson as WCRC 

president 

Three members of the Executive Committee 

are people under 30, while four are between 

the ages of 30 and 40  

World Communion of Reformed 

Churches celebrates 150 years of 

faith and fellowship 

Sunday’s worship celebration mixes music, 

pageantry and preaching to produce a jubilant 

service  

https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/10/22/standing-kin-dom-side-history?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8V5S_2uTLp2CiLr6XAD-JxvisNnq6nNWqYoGKJobQf1hiSaJ5LXmIpfyRtgx9OAXjUOmm9MzqblHWESb7pPC4SEoWKcpW1FCaO3hg1H6mpo0o7HBM&_hsmi=386727286&utm_content=386
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/10/22/standing-kin-dom-side-history?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8V5S_2uTLp2CiLr6XAD-JxvisNnq6nNWqYoGKJobQf1hiSaJ5LXmIpfyRtgx9OAXjUOmm9MzqblHWESb7pPC4SEoWKcpW1FCaO3hg1H6mpo0o7HBM&_hsmi=386727286&utm_content=386
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/10/21/congregational-connections-form-through-us-colombian-presbyteries-partnership?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8Ypmcp0Iqj5V2_zJLHwaSDQGmALi2ucqanjdSuHTC9tVkK4Y6UZVV9I2-gzeACzpHNbn8o2pV_h4EOJFfLZCfRBS9RcePVyhC
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/10/21/congregational-connections-form-through-us-colombian-presbyteries-partnership?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8Ypmcp0Iqj5V2_zJLHwaSDQGmALi2ucqanjdSuHTC9tVkK4Y6UZVV9I2-gzeACzpHNbn8o2pV_h4EOJFfLZCfRBS9RcePVyhC
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/10/21/congregational-connections-form-through-us-colombian-presbyteries-partnership?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8Ypmcp0Iqj5V2_zJLHwaSDQGmALi2ucqanjdSuHTC9tVkK4Y6UZVV9I2-gzeACzpHNbn8o2pV_h4EOJFfLZCfRBS9RcePVyhC
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/10/21/palestinian-pastor-urges-transformation-pauls?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8zZoY0HzgRvbTg33y8DOCyT5CW7K8SRdyxW5jf_5Tiez7CPwAP916dWjRLd0XiUEegpd3LuhVuacPVkcqnsBaQ1wqkehv4YxBWK6j3aGiBf0Yh5oA&_hsmi=386727286
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/10/21/palestinian-pastor-urges-transformation-pauls?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8zZoY0HzgRvbTg33y8DOCyT5CW7K8SRdyxW5jf_5Tiez7CPwAP916dWjRLd0XiUEegpd3LuhVuacPVkcqnsBaQ1wqkehv4YxBWK6j3aGiBf0Yh5oA&_hsmi=386727286
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/10/22/delegates-elect-rev-dr-karen-georgia-thompson-wcrc-president?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8PWNxZMyfeOlWKn75MXg9Qe0QEySlp0fEWA52TQNf7FUm3pLdfs1M9SOWQwAE6cT-zlArkcx13WMOYL2mYZHKpx-xYkPpyUvFLvT3zhuuUWjsCfRg&
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/10/22/delegates-elect-rev-dr-karen-georgia-thompson-wcrc-president?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8PWNxZMyfeOlWKn75MXg9Qe0QEySlp0fEWA52TQNf7FUm3pLdfs1M9SOWQwAE6cT-zlArkcx13WMOYL2mYZHKpx-xYkPpyUvFLvT3zhuuUWjsCfRg&
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/10/22/delegates-elect-rev-dr-karen-georgia-thompson-wcrc-president?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8PWNxZMyfeOlWKn75MXg9Qe0QEySlp0fEWA52TQNf7FUm3pLdfs1M9SOWQwAE6cT-zlArkcx13WMOYL2mYZHKpx-xYkPpyUvFLvT3zhuuUWjsCfRg&
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/10/20/world-communion-reformed-churches-celebrates-150-years-faith-and-fellowship?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9GlcT6drr1ZRzGMmblj4FiYgqN6u_WMmu-t6lk00oI6MVdajK0Nk-3xvJGZqn1oiuyER8EeipR7jAfk0LqqRG0XqDrq3KtBTjId
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/10/20/world-communion-reformed-churches-celebrates-150-years-faith-and-fellowship?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9GlcT6drr1ZRzGMmblj4FiYgqN6u_WMmu-t6lk00oI6MVdajK0Nk-3xvJGZqn1oiuyER8EeipR7jAfk0LqqRG0XqDrq3KtBTjId
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/10/20/world-communion-reformed-churches-celebrates-150-years-faith-and-fellowship?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9GlcT6drr1ZRzGMmblj4FiYgqN6u_WMmu-t6lk00oI6MVdajK0Nk-3xvJGZqn1oiuyER8EeipR7jAfk0LqqRG0XqDrq3KtBTjId


PRC Practical Resources for Churches 

Can We Talk? What the Bible Can Teach Us about Dialogue in a Divisive 
Time 

Thursday, November 6, 2025 

2:00 – 3:00 PM EDT 

Leader – Rev. Dr. Leah Schade 

 

Creating Ministries for Neurogent Families 

Thursday, December 4, 2025  

7:00 – 8:00 PM EDT  

Leader – Kim Pope-Seiberling  

 

Advent is right around the corner! 

Check out the Advent Chrismas page 

HANDS TO WORK, HEARTS TO GOD CRAFT GROUP  
 

After stopping our in-person HANDS TO WORK, HEARTS TO GOD CRAFT GROUP 

during the pandemic, Practical Resources for Churches is planning to start a virtual 
“new version” where we can share our love of crafting and desire to connect with 
God online. Come join us on Zoom every month and bring any “lap work” you may 
have. While we craft, we will listen to and discuss readings from Joyce Rupp’s 
book, Constant Hope. 

 

We meet on the third Thursday evening of every month from 7 to 8 p.m. 

If interested, please call or email Karen Smith at PRC 

Phone: 631-821-2255 

Email:  karen@prcli.org  

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_2lFfBFenTAGrzdtnLE0fYQ#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_2lFfBFenTAGrzdtnLE0fYQ#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_hI91LEKRTg6t2NnCIVgYHg#/registration
https://www.prcli.org/resources-2/seasonal-2/advent-christmas/
mailto:karen@prcli.org


Presbyterians for Earth Care is inviting young adults 

ages 18-35 to join the Creation Action Network of 

Presbyterian Young Adults - CANOPY! Together, 

this group is connecting, educating, learning, and 

taking action in solidarity with creation and with one 

another. To learn more, visit their Instagram 

(@canopy_pec), complete their interest form                        

(bit.ly/CANOPYInterestForm), or email Emma              

Marshall, CANOPY’s organizer, at                                     

pecyaorganizer@gmail.com.                                                    

Join us, and share with a friend! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdavRVGRGz5v_K2qICX8dz10nYcjVdyvt0bL62bwhsNHZdMVA/viewform
http://bit.ly/CANOPYInterestForm
mailto:pecyaorganizer@gmail.com


PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN FALL GATHERING  
PRESBYTERY OF GENEVA WELCOMES PASTORA EVELYN TORRES-
RAMÍREZ OF THE IGLESIA PRESBITERIANA EN LARES, PUERTO RICO 

"Do Everything in Love" was the message from Pastora Evelyn Torres-Ramírez 
at the 2025 Fall Gathering held on 17 October at the First Presbyterian Church 
of Horseheads.  Pastora Evelyn traveled from Lares, Puerto Rico to join a gather-
ing of over 30 women, (and a sprinkling of men!) from throughout the presbytery, 
and beyond.  The day began with a worship service and the Lord's Supper, led by 
Pastora Evelyn, The Reverend Dr. Betsey R. Crimmins, HR, and Pastor Leslie Lat-
ham of Buffalo, NY.  Following the service, a catered luncheon was enjoyed by all, 
with desserts provided by FPC Elmira.  After the meal, the women returned to 
the sanctuary where PW SYNOD Moderator, Virginia Champlin installed Juana 
(Joanne) Tunison as the new Presbytery of Geneva Moderator of PW. The event 
continued with a PowerPoint presentation of the new kitchen facility in Lares, the 
result of the 2021 PW Birthday Offering grant of $105,000.  Special thanks go 
to Horseheads PC Pastor Aaron Frank for his warm welcome, members Allen Old-
field, tech support; Randy Cornell, music; Marty Oldfield, Leslie Matejka, and Ron 
Tunison, for their invaluable help in serving and cleanup.  Many thanks to members of 
FPC Elmira Barb Fitzsimmons, Mission Committee Chair for sustaining the Elmira/
Lares partnership, and Marsha Turner for knitting and presenting a prayer shawl to 
pastora.  Special thanks to Kathy Menges, FPC Elmira for help with planning the 
event. 

 

The weekend continued at the Seneca Falls Presbyterian Church for a 10:00 AM 
worship service on Sunday, 19 October.  The Rev. Dr. Leah Ntuala and her congrega-
tion warmly welcomed Pastora Evelyn who delivered the message, "Faith That 
Doesn't Give Up", based on Luke 18:1-8.  Following the service there was a catered 
meal provide by PW.  Many thanks to all from the Seneca Falls church who helped 
with serving and cleanup  

 



PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN FALL GATHERING  

https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/services/ministry-relations-officers/?bblinkid=286164162&bbemailid=59756940&bbejrid=-1012291058
https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/coach-program-guide-virtual-3.19.25.pdf?bblinkid=286164163&bbemailid=59756940&bbejrid=-1012291058
https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/resources/church-financial-literacy-and-leadership-program/coaching-program/?bblinkid=286164161&bbemailid=59756940&bbejrid=-1012291058




From COMMITTEE ON LEADER CARE 

 

If your church, or a church in your community, is planning a Blue 
Christmas service this year, please let us know at revjwk@yahoo.com 

We would like to publish a list in the next Presbytery newsletter as this 
is a valuable source of comfort for those in need 

 

Thank you, 

Jim Kerr on behalf of CoLC 

Christmas Shop for                                                        

Clients of Painted Post Pantry    

Accepting Donations now through December 

15. Seeking Donations of Christmas Items 

and new or Like New gifts for Adults and 

Children.  

Ideas:                                                                   

Gloves, hats, scarves, Christmas mugs, tins,  

candles, candy, puzzles and games, art sup-

plies, balls, jump ropes, toys, jewelry, groom-

ing items and Christmas decorations.  

 

Drop off at Painted Post Pantry located at the  

Church of Painted Post, 201 N. Hamilton St.  

9:00 AM – 12:00 Now- December 12  

 

No furniture, or bedding. Accepting ONLY 

NEW Clothing for children and adults.  

mailto:revjwk@yahoo.com


Please share!  

If your church has photos of                 

recent events, has news of an      

upcoming event, or some                       

updated information to share, 

please email the presbytery                    

office at:                                                                             
officeadmin@presbyteryofgeneva.org  

 

Camp Whitman Fundraiser at  

North Presbyterian Church on September 13 

New 

email           

address? 
Upcoming Event? 

New staff 

or session 

member? 

Thank you to all who 

helped to make this a 

successful event! 


