
February 2026 Newsletter 

 

Our Mission: The Presbytery of Geneva lives to support and equip congregations and leaders 

to be Christ in the Finger Lakes and the world. 

 

Our Vision: Radiating the light of Christ, the Presbytery of Geneva thrives as a community of 

servants, lifting up every congregation and leader in ministering together.   

The purpose of the newsletter is to announce upcoming events 

and opportunities sponsored by the Presbytery, its congregations, 

the Synod of the Northeast, the PC(USA), neighboring                             

presbyteries, and partner agencies. If you have an item for the  

March newsletter, please send the information to                                                                 

officeadmin@presbyteryofgeneva.org by    February 23, 2026.  

mailto:officeadmin@presbyteryofgeneva.org


The Greenhouse at Jodi’s Garden  
Final Report 

 
Submitted by: Stuarts Sammis 
January 5, 2026 
 
This project involved installing a greenhouse on the grounds of the Corning Community Food Pan-
try (CCFP).  CCFP has had a community garden providing fresh organic produce for its clients 
since 2017.  The addition of this greenhouse will enable the garden to be more productive and 
therefore provide more healthy food for Food Pantry clients.  The green house will allow volunteer 
gardeners to 1) germinate plants from seed (a significant cost savings) and 2) extend the harvest 
season by at least 6-10 weeks – a 35-60 percent increase in the length of the growing season. 
 
The greenhouse measures approximately 11 ½ by 24 ½ feet and sits on a compacted earthen and 
pea gravel foundation.   The greenhouse kit was purchased with special project funds from the 
CCFP.  Additional funding was received from: 
 

First Presbyterian Church of Corning 
Presbytery of Geneva 
Rotary Club of Corning, NY  
Rotary District 7120 
 

Labor for the construction of the greenhouse was donated by Neally Delong. 
 
Pea gravel was donated by Gridley Excavating.  
 
The beds, wiring and other internal equipment/fixtures were built and installed with the assis-
tance of: 
 

Andy Rochester 
David Blouin and sons 
Jay Ricci 
Jeanette Goodwin 
Stephanie Cook 
Stuart Sammis 
Whitney Trifoso 
 

The project took much longer to complete than anticipated due primarily to the inability to hire a 
company to pour the concrete (took at least 9 months) only to find out that a concrete slab was 
cost prohibitive.  It required over a year to locate an electrician at a reasonable rate to install the 
power to the building.  Then it took an additional ~10 months to get the work done.  
 
Completed project specs vs. original specs 
 

 

Original Completed 

Greenhouse 11.5’ x 24.5’ Greenhouse 11.5’ x 24.5’ 

Base consisting of a concrete slab Compacted dirt and pea gravel.  The cost of a 
poured concrete slab was prohibitive. 

Electrical wiring for 120W and 240W 
equipment 

7 - 120W outlets and 2 - 240W outlets installed.  
All 120W are GFCI.  All outlets are in waterproof 
cases. 

COMMITTEE ON MISSION AND WITNESS 
A Matthew 25 Grant Report 



As currently configured, we will be able to extend the growing season by a minimum 3 months.   
 
We are using raised beds for growing.  The current layout provides 104 square feet of growing 
space with an additional 64 square feet available as we expand.  We have installed approximately 
45 square feet of shelving to be used for storage and seed starting.  There are four LED grow lights 
installed, each containing four lamps.  Additionally, we have relocated the grow rack from the 
Barn to the greenhouse. The grow rack has three shelves with LED grow lights.   
 
Two portable electric heaters and two air circulating fans have been installed.   
 
The only things that we need to add are the ventilation fan which will be done in the Spring and 
learning how to manage heating. We have taken the first steps in learning how to manage the tem-
perature during cold weather.  Currently, we appear to be able to successfully grow to the middle/
late  November with passive heating.  We are now experimenting with how to improve the passive 
heating while minimizing the need for using the heaters.    
 
All involved in this project express their appreciation for your organization’s support.   

Seed Starts 

Winter/Spring Lettuce 

Fall Starts 



RSVP 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/Cz3ofSteSh2lLPK8OEJZbA#/registration


Did you know that the Scholarship Committee at ECOC (Ecumenical 

Community of Chautauqua) has IOKDS Clergy Renewal Scholarships 

for the 2026 Chautauqua Institute season providing 1 week of lodging, gate 

pass and parking during the season. Please visit their website for more               

information and forms to apply for the scholarships. 

Upstate NY Presbyteries Event  

September 25-26, 2026,  

Mark your calendars, Presbyterians! You won't want to miss what's 
coming. September 25-26, 2026 at the Presbyterian Church in               
Geneva, NY: Six Presbyteries, Andrew Root, Learning, Fellowship, 
Music, and More! 

More details are coming soon, so save the dates and check out the 
next newsletter for more information. 

https://www.ecoc-chautauqua.org/scholarships/


From the Office of Faith and Nonprofit Development Services: 
 
There will be a free virtual training hosted by Lifespan for faith communities focused on 
identifying and responding to older adult abuse. This training may be a valuable resource for 
clergy, faith leaders, and congregations in your counties.  
 
Training Details: 

  Date: Tuesday, February 25, 2026 

  Time: 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM 

  Location: Online via Zoom 

✅ CEU credits available   

REGISTER HERE  

https://lifespan.zoom.us/meeting/register/eoWJUQ0LQ1CSYIV3xTT_Ng?_x_zm_rtaid=WfABlsLQRGqQ9fxTgINqEQ.1767908774488.ae86dd4cbf5645808c36389adb816fc0&_x_zm_rhtaid=395#/registration




Congregational Learning Day 

It’s almost here! Congregational Learning Day is right around the corner! Join us on Satur-
day, March 7, for a morning of learning, connection, and inspiration. This year’s event will 
be held on Zoom, so you can stay warm and cozy while taking part in some great classes. 

We’ll offer Elder and Deacon training, a panel on grants and how to access them, Anti-racism 
training, and more. The day includes two learning sessions (9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. and 11:15 
a.m. – 12:45 p.m.), with worship in between. 

The brochure with class details and registration information is below. We look forward to 
seeing you there! 

 
Brochure: 
Click here to view the brochure and details about the event: https://bit.ly/49UTh3s 
 

https://mcusercontent.com/5828f327d4c547a558d7c4f1f/files/3ad85e58-74f8-f780-fb0d-e36fb962093f/2026_CLD_Event.pdf


Building a Volunteer Team - SUNY Corning Course 





Donate to the Presbytery online! 

Online Giving for Camp Whitman and the Presbytery of Geneva is available from our 

website.  Make contributions to Camp Whitman, the Presbytery’s General Fund,                         

Individual contributions to per capita, Ordination and Installation Offerings, and                    

Presbytery Meeting Offerings. This is through the Presbyterian Foundation and long-time 

partner, Vanco, so it is very secure to use. 

On our homepage www.presbyteryofgeneva.org, click on the            

“Make a Contribution” link or go directly to our Vanco donation page 

Donate to Presbytery of Geneva. You can select our general fund, 

Camp Whitman, per capita, Ordination and Installation Offerings, 

Presbytery Meeting Offerings, and others in the future as we roll 

them out. 



Unification Commission approves the              

majority of a proposed Organization for 

Mission 

The remainder will be addressed during an online UC 
meeting Feb. 12  

Where coffee opened the door to                          

community 

Kentucky church opens cafe to further ministry  

Palestinians at a large refugee camp share 

their stories and their delectables with the 

PC(USA) delegation 

Jordan’s Gaza Camp, also known as Jerash Camp, is 
home to 40,000 refugees  

From the archives: Art is for everyone 

Need a new hobby for the new year? Find inspiration in 
the Presbyterian Historical Society archives  

Generating a love that’s more fierce than 

the harms that confront us 

The Rev. Paul Roberts delivers a memorable opening 
plenary during APCE’s Annual Event  

https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/12/17/governors-utah-and-pennsylvania-have-rx-preserving-democracy?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_2nRkKt6vmSaWSx37_Q5ani-eISkTV3gutOrzrwnsalDBxDe7ByCK67hDZ7tVslu2Eg_D8tq9MkWLv-vsVcndcE2Bf3kBUnQYws9PscKSlYByo1
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/1/23/unification-commission-approves-majority-proposed-organization-mission?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--6QZwIYkDckiE1VLuqt6Fa6gNaZYNxJfnRm6XDtR20d-__-LoAcAxfd50RPXpaCnXnnbwkmfZ0v-TvWfuid4UUZRm6u4gVzXApVsyE3KC
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/1/23/unification-commission-approves-majority-proposed-organization-mission?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--6QZwIYkDckiE1VLuqt6Fa6gNaZYNxJfnRm6XDtR20d-__-LoAcAxfd50RPXpaCnXnnbwkmfZ0v-TvWfuid4UUZRm6u4gVzXApVsyE3KC
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/1/23/unification-commission-approves-majority-proposed-organization-mission?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--6QZwIYkDckiE1VLuqt6Fa6gNaZYNxJfnRm6XDtR20d-__-LoAcAxfd50RPXpaCnXnnbwkmfZ0v-TvWfuid4UUZRm6u4gVzXApVsyE3KC
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/1/21/where-coffee-opened-door-community?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--s1Yzc8k7Q-730poekpg0qGlMcTvyuzGYovwbaAyweya2UBaqVdX6rrU80K7367g-qIA7GY45rYottE1mYjDslDjcJbc7ZjfIymKKaNRWH7AFGfOQ&_hsmi=400096347&utm_content
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/1/21/where-coffee-opened-door-community?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--s1Yzc8k7Q-730poekpg0qGlMcTvyuzGYovwbaAyweya2UBaqVdX6rrU80K7367g-qIA7GY45rYottE1mYjDslDjcJbc7ZjfIymKKaNRWH7AFGfOQ&_hsmi=400096347&utm_content
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/1/21/palestinians-large-refugee-camp-share-their-stories-and-their-delectables-with-pcusa-delegation?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9z-sp0xKRSLy8QDb5vMDK2CO5Wd97CGLrO7Xa6LohgIxrVxELGJmK5gE7UsI31P7CESGWkxwEdfX4f-c
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/1/21/palestinians-large-refugee-camp-share-their-stories-and-their-delectables-with-pcusa-delegation?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9z-sp0xKRSLy8QDb5vMDK2CO5Wd97CGLrO7Xa6LohgIxrVxELGJmK5gE7UsI31P7CESGWkxwEdfX4f-c
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/1/21/palestinians-large-refugee-camp-share-their-stories-and-their-delectables-with-pcusa-delegation?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9z-sp0xKRSLy8QDb5vMDK2CO5Wd97CGLrO7Xa6LohgIxrVxELGJmK5gE7UsI31P7CESGWkxwEdfX4f-c
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/1/22/archives-art-everyone?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9VnIjLtLlFVK4FQ8R0XywhV0qiE3yaIzEU6MfjPGtdCpzFnCOYYFUWQlTODt3NtqrhEHQugab0qd41zbntkV9yFQkAUiLDMK1gC3q2e4j4I-WcXXc&_hsmi=400096347&utm_content=400096347&ut
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/1/23/generating-love-thats-more-fierce-harms-confront-us?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9K9fgwLfa0x_eo_qFfFjB7uTrf_SarhFoj4_OIx59ipLkz8FQMJXVa5pUR5xUzHWEqjkaDkZmeH4QwbSb3FmXrOuagG6vTsZTcoCBIlpIyF-WQjvc&_hsmi=4000
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/1/23/generating-love-thats-more-fierce-harms-confront-us?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9K9fgwLfa0x_eo_qFfFjB7uTrf_SarhFoj4_OIx59ipLkz8FQMJXVa5pUR5xUzHWEqjkaDkZmeH4QwbSb3FmXrOuagG6vTsZTcoCBIlpIyF-WQjvc&_hsmi=4000


PRC Practical Resources for Churches 

PRC's 2026 Online events 
  

All webinars are recorded. Click the title to register or read the description. 
 
Guests have arrived at church!! Will I ever see them again? 
Thursday, February 5, 2026 * New Date * 
2:00 – 3:00 PM EST  
Leader – Ken Kroohs  
 
Resisting Erasure and Isolation as Pathway to Belonging 
Thursday, January 29, 2026 
2:00 – 3:00 PM EST 
Leaders - Craig Lemming, Erin Weber-Johnson 
 
Using Artificial Intelligence to Create Stewardship Campaigns 
Tuesday, February 3, 2026 
2:00 – 3:00 PM EST 
Leader - Charlie Kuchenbrod 
 
5 Steps to Help Your Church Be Friendlier to Guests 
Tuesday, February 10, 2026  
2:00 – 3:00 PM EST  
Leader – Karl Vaters  

HANDS TO WORK, HEARTS TO GOD CRAFT GROUP  
 
Come join our virtual HANDS TO WORK, HEARTS TO GOD CRAFT GROUP where we share our 
love of crafting and desire to connect with God online. We meet every month on the third 
Thursday from 7 to 8 pm. Bring whatever “lap work” you may have and while we craft, we 
will listen to and discuss readings from Joyce Rupp’s book, Constant Hope.  
 
If interested, please call or email Karen Smith at PRC 
Phone: 631-821-2255 
Email:  karen@prcli.org  

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_XgA79qf1Sy2A-QUdew8M1A#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_U6qE2ukATDOJyMZxuE8dpw#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_VnpxP3OlR9ST00LoZeMzpg#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_bzeFafXzScOjFDtvc5lbfQ#/registration
mailto:karen@prcli.org


There’s a stereotype about rural churches - that folks who worship there aren’t open to new per-
spectives, that they won’t engage diverse theologies or biblical scholarship. Anyone who’s lived and 
worked in those communities knows this simply isn’t true. 

Sure, there may be challenges in translating materials to address those churches’ particular needs 
and lived experiences, but that’s true of any worshipping community. And it’s true that those com-
munities may have fewer queer folks, that their congregation may be whiter, but people still engage 
in the same discernment about how to best love their neighbors and live a virtuous life, questions 
raised by theologians who labor on the margins are also ones they’re asking.  

What is true is that rural congregations are significantly less likely to be exposed to a wide range of 
theological resources. Given their typically small budgets, they’re less likely to bring in a subject-
matter expert, or to purchase often-pricey Christian education curriculums. As a result, many 
churches don’t feature divers perspectives, but that’s often a function of access, not interest. To 
change the religious landscape, we must broaden the theological waters. 

For the past five years, I’ve lived in coastal Maine and have brought queer theology sermons and 
trainings into more than two dozen churches across the state. I’m on the board of OUTMaine, the 
largest service provider for queer youth in the state, and we frequently receive requests from 
churches for someone to preach, guide Bible studies, and answer basic questions about LGBTQIA+ 
people. Many of these congregations are in towns with less than 1,000 people, but a hunger to 
know more and do better is not determined by a community’s population. From fishing villages on 
the Canadian border to industrial rust belt towns that dot the state’s interior, I’ve brought una-
bashedly progressive queer theology - delivered in a spirit of love and understanding - and watched 
communities wrestle with these 
truths.  

One representative congregation 
invited me to lead Bible studies as 
they discerned whether to become 
an open affirming congregation; the 
community was evenly split. Many 
of the folks who struggled with this 
choice did so because they believed 
the Bible expressly forbade homo-
sexuality and expansive gender 
identities. 

I led two Bible studies: The first en-
gaged so-called “texts of terror,” of-
fering different interpretations of 
those habitually misunderstood pas-
sages. The second offered a queer reading of the Joseph text, inviting congregants to experience 
how queer people are present in the Bible and ways LGBTQIA+ people have found ourselves in its 
pages. 

Garrett Collective especially benefits 
rural churches with free and low-cost 
worship and theological offerings 

https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/services/ministry-relations-officers/?bblinkid=286164162&bbemailid=59756940&bbejrid=-1012291058
https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/coach-program-guide-virtual-3.19.25.pdf?bblinkid=286164163&bbemailid=59756940&bbejrid=-1012291058
https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/resources/church-financial-literacy-and-leadership-program/coaching-program/?bblinkid=286164161&bbemailid=59756940&bbejrid=-1012291058


Our conversation was rich; tender reflections from queer congregants swirled alongside honest con-
fessions from people who still struggled to move beyond the theologies they’d long held. But we held 
each other together in dialogue, opening space for the Holy Spirit to move through our midst. Last 
fall, the seeds we planted blossomed: The congregation voted unanimously to become an open and 
affirming church. 

I share this anecdote not because this community is unique but because they are typical. Many rural 
churches contain myriad perspectives, and a palpable yearning for ways to know God that knit love 
across difference. Cis heterosexual elders want better ways to understand and interact with queer 
grandchildren. People are hungry to move beyond the polarization and alienation that afflict public 
conversation. 

But to nurture growth in ways that are honest, compassionate, and wise instead of ones that are 
rooted in shame, we need different stories - we must bring the revolutionary biblical scholarship that 
liberated my own moral imagination into forms that are accessible to laypeople. And what is some-
what unique about the congregation I serve is that they have ready access to an experienced queer 
theologian and facilitator who happens to live nearby, and who will work for a fraction of my normal 
speaking fee because I believe in this ministry. That’s not a service many churches can expect. 

That’s why I’m so excited about Garrett Seminary’s new online platform, The Garrett Collective.  A 
digital library of free and low-cost theological resources, the Collective offers videos, prayer, litur-
gies, Bible Studies, and more, created by dozens of ministers, scholars, and subject-matter experts. 
The resources are housed in a beautiful, Netflix-style display and can be downloaded onto a device 
so people can access them offline - especially useful in rural parts of the U.S. where internet can be 
limited. More than just static resources, the Collective also has classes and cohorts where people can 
study and engage these materials alongside other Christians. 

As Garrett’s Director of Communications, I’ve had a front-row seat to watch the incredible passion 
our development team has poured into this platform and even contributed a few resources of my 
own. It’s a stunning gift, one that holds the potential to bridge the gap between the theological acad-
emy and the kinds of communities I serve. 

So many panicked words 
have been written and 
spoken about rural Chris-
tianity, especially from 
progressive clergy and de-
nominations who lament 
the ways our national pol-
itics have produced poi-
sonous theologies, but 
who often don’t have rela-
tionships with rural 
churches. I’m under no 
delusion that a new online 
platform will magically 
mend our cultural frac-
tures, nor that every 
church who might benefit 
will engage more libera-
tive theology. But for the 

kinds of churches I’m describing - ones for whom access is a higher barrier than ideology - better 
theological tools can spark meaningful conversation that leads to change. And it’s a gift to rural cler-
gy, who often shoulder incredible demands on their time and energy, with far fewer resources than 
their peers enjoy. 

When all of us come together, we can better nurture people who are often treated as an afterthought 
or punchline, but who deserve the same robust theologies that helped other folks expand how we 
think about God and neighbor. The good news is meant for all. 







Please share!  

If your church has photos of                 

recent events, has news of an      

upcoming event, or some                       

updated information to share, 

please email the presbytery                    

office at:                                                                             
officeadmin@presbyteryofgeneva.org  

 

New 

email           

address? 
Upcoming Event? 

New staff 

or session 

member? 

Looking for old records?  
Need to archive your     

church’s records?            
Contact the:  

 

Presbyterian                     
Historical Society 

425 Lombard St. 

Phildelphia, PA 19147 

Ph: (215) 627-1852  

Email: refdesk@history.pcusa.org  

2026 Mileage Rate Increased to 72.5 cents per mile  

The IRS has set the 2026 mileage rate as 72.5 cents per mile, which is 
up 2 cents from last year.  If you are doing any reimbursements for 
your church members, Presbytery committee members, pulpit supply, 
or moderator supply, please be aware of the change.  Here is the                      
information from the IRS website. 

https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-sets-2026-business-standard-
mileage-rate-at-725-cents-per-mile-up-25-cents  

https://www.google.com/search?q=presbyterian+historical+society&sca_esv=ce44fb6aa5ce43e4&source=hp&ei=AX6oaPjeEr-JptQPgtPwsAE&iflsig=AOw8s4IAAAAAaKiMEYwibtndcvvND10Mq4VawwTdbqu-&gs_ssp=eJzj4tFP1zfMSDZOjzeJNzJgtFI1qLCwTDZLBhKGSYlGZkmWxlYGFZaGBqZm5oaGiZYGyeamBk
mailto:refdesk@history.pcusa.org
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-sets-2026-business-standard-mileage-rate-at-725-cents-per-mile-up-25-cents
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-sets-2026-business-standard-mileage-rate-at-725-cents-per-mile-up-25-cents

