TRAINING AND AUTHORIZATION FOR RULING ELDERS TO ADMINISTER COMMUNION IN WORSHIP SERVICES

Authority. Part of a presbytery’s responsibility to provide that the Sacraments be rightly administered and received, includes “authorizing and training specific ruling elders to administer or preside at the Lord’s Supper when it deems it necessary to meet the needs for the administration of the Sacrament . . . .”  Book of Order G-3.0301b. 

The Presbytery, in its Manual of Operations, provides that COM shall “[o]n behalf of the Presbytery, train and authorize ruling elders to administer or preside at the Lord’s Supper during worship in the congregation where the ruling elder is a member in the absence of pastors.”

List of Ruling Elders Authorized to Preside over and Administer Communion.   COM shall maintain a list of ruling elders it has certified on behalf of the Presbytery as being authorized to preside at and administer the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper for the particular congregation in which the ruling elder is an active member.   A ruling elder may be added to the list as follows:  

· The ruling elder applies for certification and receives training acceptable to COM on the theology, polity and practice of the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.

· The session of the ruling elder’s church of membership endorses the ruling elder’s application.
· COM votes to approve adding the ruling elder to list.

· The ruling elder maintains active membership in the specified congregation.

· If the ruling elder changes church membership, the ruling elder may reapply to be eligible with respect to the new church.

The ruling elder will be given a certificate indicating that the ruling elder is authorized to administer communion in the specified congregation in the absence of a pastor.  

Session Authorization.  A ruling elder who is certified by COM on behalf of the Presbytery authorized to preside at and administer the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper may do so only on occasions at the invitation of and as authorized by the Session of their congregation.  

Training.   COM will endeavor to hold a training opportunity open to all ruling elders in the Presbytery at least every two years, either alone or in partnership with other Presbyteries.  COM may, in its discretion, recognize other training from other sources (such as seminaries, or by Ministers of Word and Sacrament) as sufficient upon review of the content of the training and evidence of completion by the ruling elder.  
