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Sunrise Service
April 5, 2026 « 6:00 AM

Dundee Area Council of Churches
Veraisons Restaurant

at The Inn at Glenorz

Pancake Breakfast to follow hosted
by Scout Troops 25 & 725

All are welcome!




LeaderCare

Committee on Leader Care

The Committee on Leader Care is here to assist leaders of our Presbytery in needs they may
have. This care extends to Installed Pastors, Supply Pastors, CREs commissioned to
churches or on the Pulpit Supply List, Moderators assigned by COM to churches, and other
church leaders within our Presbytery.

What is offered - first and foremost, is pastoral support for these leaders who
have accepted these roles, and communication of needed prayers (If OK with
those leaders). Many leaders are left off prayer lists, so we want to include all.
Again, all communications with the Committee, or any member of the Commit-
tee, are Confidential unless the person contacting us says otherwise.

Second, there is funding for pastoral care needs, or education needs beyond what is granted
in an individual’s covenant agreement with a church.

There is funding to assist with gift giving if a church leader should be recognized.
o Celebrations of life
o Presbytery staff and pastor retirement ceremonies

Also, there is funding for Education Assistance available. In all Installed Pastor Agreements
and Supply Pastor Agreements there is a requirement for Continuing Education. However,
sometimes needs exceed this level, or since there is no funding for CREs, Pulpit Supply, or
others, even though they are asked each year what education they have pursued, this fund is
a help to fill that gap.

The Committee also hosts an annual Retirees luncheon for retired pastors and CREs, as well
as those considering retirement. We also prepare the annual Presbytery Necrology report.

If you need to contact the Committee for any pastoral care needs, or with any questions
or other needs, we can be contacted at leadercare@presbyteryofgeneva.org. Again,
please remember that all communications are confidential.



mailto:leadercare@presbyteryofgeneva.org

l Mission and Witness Scavenger Hunt
Hosted by the Mission and Witness Committee of Geneva Presbytery

Purpose

e To tell others about your congregation’s mission activities
e To learn about other mission activities near by
e To discover opportunities to collaborate in faithful and effective ministry

Event Details

When: Tuesday, May 26, during the Presbytery Meeting (begins at 10:00 AM)
Where: Camp Whitman on Seneca Lake, 150 Whitman Road, Penn Yan, NY 14527

What We Are Asking You to Do

e Send at least two people (more are welcome!) to the Presbytery Meeting
e Create a table display highlighting your church’s mission activities, including any Matthew 25
grants received in recent years (photos, written descriptions, or personal testimonials are

encouraged)

e Have at least one person at your table to answer questions and at least one person visiting
other displays to participate in the scavenger hunt

e Register in advance so we know how many tables to prepare

How to Register

By Monday, April 27

Email: officeadmin@presbyteryofgeneva.org
Please put “Mission Fair” in the subject line of your email, then in the body of your email include:

e Your name and title

e Your church or organization

e Contact email

e Contact phone number

e A preliminary list of mission activities you plan to highlight (this does not need to be
comprehensive. This information will help us create a more engaging scavenger hunt.)

We look forward to discovering more about how your congregation is showing
concrete signs of God’s love in the world!



Upstate NY Presbyteries Event
September 25-26, 2026,

I

Mark your calendars, Presbyterians! You won't want to miss what's
coming. September 25-26, 2026 at the Presbyterian Church in
Geneva, NY: Six Presbyteries, Andrew Root, Learning, Fellowship,
Music, and More!

More details are coming soon, so save the dates and check out the
next newsletter for more information.

Did you know that the Scholarship Committee at ECOC (Ecumenical
Community of Chautauqua) has IOKDS Clergy Renewal Scholarships
for the 2026 Chautauqua Institute season providing 1 week of lodging, gate
pass and parking during the season. Please visit their website for more

information and forms to apply for the scholarships.



https://www.ecoc-chautauqua.org/scholarships/
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THE PRESBYTERY OF GENEVA
ADDRESS HAS CHANGED!!

Please take note and change our address in all
places you maintain it.

The new address is:

The Presbytery of Geneva
PO Box 17
Penn Yan, NY 14527
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MUSIC DIRECTOR

The Western Presbyterian Church in Palmyra, NY is seeking to hire a faithful
and gifted part-time Music Director to lead and enrich the worship life of our church.

This role includes planning and leading music for all worship services, starting and directing a
choir, coordinating special vocal and instrumental presentations, and collaborating with the
pastor and worship committee to create meaningful worship experiences. Responsibilities also
include organizing music resources, recruiting and guiding volunteer musicians, and providing
accompaniment for services and special events as needed.

deal candidates will have strong musical proficiency (degree or equivalent experience),
conducting and accompaniment skills, experience with church music, and excellent
communication and organizational abilities. Prior church experience and a heart for ministry are
essential.

To view a full job description and to submit your resume

email officeawpreschurch.org

Address —
101 E. Main St. email
Palmyra, NY 14522 office@wpreschurch.org

Website Find us on
wpreschurch.org Facebook




Members of Horseheads First Presbyterian Church gathered on Sunday,
March 15, 2026 for Pastor Aaron Frank’s farewell service.
Pastor Aaron will be going to work with the Synod of the Northeast.




MATTHEW 25

Dear members of the Geneva Presbytery,

We have paused the Matthew 25 grants for 2026 in order to align with the
Presbytery budget cycle.

In early 2027, we will know exactly how much funding is available for Mat-

thew 25 grants. At that time, we will reissue grant applications.

During 2026, we will focus on strengthening communication and collabora-
tion in mission. We are hosting a Mission Fair at the Presbytery meeting on
May 26 at Camp Whitman (150 Whitman Road, Penn Yan, NY 14527).

Matthew 5:37 reminds us: “Let your yes be yes and your no be no.”

We are taking these steps so that when we say “yes” to a charitable organiza-
tion in our community, we have the means to follow through on that com-
mitment.

With gratitude,

Rev. Lynn Rubier-Capron

Chair, Mission and Witness Committee
Geneva Presbytery
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First Presbyterian Church of Ithaca is Certified as a PC(USA) Earth
Care Congregation

Ithaca, NY — First Presbyterian Church of Ithaca was certified as an Earth Care
Congregation by the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)'s Presbyterian Hunger Program
through February 2027. First Presbyterian Church of Ithaca has been an Earth
Care Congregation since 2011. The Earth Care Congregation certification is de-
signed to recognize churches that take seriously God’s charge to “till and keep” the
garden, that is our shared common home.

Since 2010, this PC(USA) program certifies and celebrates environmental ministry
across 4 major areas of a congregation’s life: worship, education, facilities, and
outreach in the community. This program currently has 4.5% of all PC(USA) con-
gregations and continues to grow each year.

Earth Care Congregations exist as important examples for congregations across
the country. One of the goals of this program is to inspire churches to care for
God’s earth in a holistic way, through integrating earth care into all aspects of their
church life. By the time a church has recertified for several years, the earth care
ethic becomes ingrained in a congregation’s culture, spreads to the surrounding
community, and impacts the personal lives of individual church members.
Obtaining this status speaks to the serious commitment that First Presbyterian
Church of Ithaca has made to care for God’s earth.

“First Presbyterian Church of Ithaca is just one of the 373 congregations in 42
states that chose to dedicate themselves to intentional care of God’s earth this
year. This denominational program for churches has lasted longer and been more
successful than some other models we’ve seen and the individual churches that de-
serve all the credit for the success of the program. Our Earth Care Congregations
are vital parts of their communities and inspirational witnesses to caring for God’s
creation and we are so grateful for their presence in the world,” says Jessica Maud-
lin, Associate for Sustainable Living and Earth Care Concerns for the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A)).

For more information about First Presbyterian Church of Ithaca’s
earth care program contact Brad McFall at bsmc-
gall@hotmail.com.

For more information on the Earth Care Congregations program
visit www.pcusa.org/earthcarecongregations.



mailto:bsmcfall@hotmail.com
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Need Officer Training Materials?

check these out at the PCUSA store

https/www pcusastore. com/
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JOIN THE PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN OF THE .'Y.,
GENEVA PRESBYTERY FOR ITS AN
SPRING GATHERING =

PRESBYTERIAN
WOMEN

She arrived alone and afraid. The two-day bus trip gave her ample time to
relive the trauma of the daily abuse. It also gave her time to imagine her
future. She was ready for change, prepared to find hope and to heal We
watched her spend her last dollar at McDonald'’s, and then we drove her to
the Potter's Hands Foundation safe home. Here, she learned she was loved.
5She learned that she had value. 5he learned that she had her own bed,
she made friends who belizved in her. She ate and reflected and grew - as

a free woman with an independent mind and dreams.

Twelve months later, a newly confident young woman drove herself to her
graduation party where she was greeted by dozens of friends and
mentors. During her time with Potter's Hands, she earned her high school
equivalency diploma, a driver's license, nursing assistant certification and
full-time employment. Equally important, she embarked on a healing
Joeurney from trauma, addiction and abuse, and she found the conviction to
lead ether survivors of trafficking toward healing, wholensss and
independence.

PW of the Geneva Presbytery will hold its spring gathering in mid-May, at the Geneva
Presbyterian Church in Geneva, NY. Featured guests will be the Potter's Hands Founda-
tion, a faith-based, non-profit 501c3 organization committed to serving survivors of
sexual exploitation and sex trafficking as they work through the process of restoration
and healing. They dedicate themselves to providing a safe, secure environment in which
female victims of severe childhood sexual abuse, human trafficking, and victims of hu-
man sex trafficking will receive physical, emotional, and spiritual healing, and learn the
skills necessary for self-reliance and reintegration to society. We will also assist these
individuals in building a support network of healthy relationships with family, friends,
and community. Their overall goal is to support these women through the restoration
process enabling them to become healthy and productive members of their communities.

For more information, please contact Juana (Joanne) Tunison lalocat@aol.com
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Leadership RSVP

Regarding Ruling Blders: A Monthly Series for Serving Faithiully

March 16, 2036 Erady Radford

Mozt of us know the feeling. An invitation armives in the mail; maybe it's for a wedding, ordination o a big church anniversany. This kind of
gathering camies more than a date. It carmies meaning. An important person or event is about to be honored, and occasionally that means
something familiar is ending or something new is just beginning.

Along with the excitement comes quiet but familiar questions and feelings of anxiety. Do | go or stay? Whio will be there? How formal will it
be? What should | wear? Receiving an imatation is great news, and yet it still asks something of you.

Leadership can feel like that invitation. You don't have all the details. You're not sure what will ke asked of you. But the imatation has armived.

While it's great when you have a ready-made list of opticns for moving forward in ministry, how much would we enjoy having a spreadshest
that compares all the options and weighs the pros and cons? But here's the truth: God does not often send spreadsheets. God sends
invitations.

And faithful leadership requires responding to God's invitation with the spiritual posture of RSV,

RSVP comes from the French phrase "répondez sl vous plait” meaning “please respond.” An invitation creates a moment of agency where
you get to choose your response. You may not have all the details, but your presence has been requested. This invitation asks for
participation before certainty. 5o, what does it look like for ruling elders and sessions to RSVP to God's invitation? It requires four things:

R: Remember the story

It i tempting to get stuck in nostalgia. Truthful remembering is not about going backward. If's about telling the truth about how we got here.

Every congregation carries both grace and grief in its history. Because ruling elders are stewards of memary, you can help the congregation
remember its beautiful parts without tuming them into idols. You can also help by naming the hard parts without turning them into shame. In
the absence of truthful remembering, congregations tend to repeat pattems and remain stuck. ——p



S: Staying present in uncertainty

The invitation to remain present is not a passive act. |t is resisting the urge to rush toward solutions that calm angety but avoid real change
Faithful leadership asks us to remain present, with God's help. Steady presence is an act of leadership in the face of the unknown.

V: Value new connections and voices
One of God's greatest invitations is the invitation to look again,

Looking again with new eyes invites us to see God's hand maoving. Listening with new ears helps us hear wisdom spoken through unfamiliar
voices. What if God is expanding our mission by expanding our understanding of who counts as neighbor, partner and community? It can
mean listening to neighbors who understand the needs around you better than you do.

P: Pray and prepare
Prayer comes last on purpose. it does not always give us God's full agenda, but it gives us the courage to keep showing up.

Prayer is alignment. It forms leaders who can act without needing certainty. And prayer pairs naturally with preparation: prepaning hearts for
change we cannot yet see and preparing minds for new relationships that will take us places we could not go on our own.

The most powerful leadership move is often not an answer but a courageous RSVP. You don't have to know the whole plan to say yes to

(od's invitation. You are not responsible for fixing everything. You are responsible to respond faithfully, which may mean RSVPing like Isaiah,
who said, "Here am L. Send me!”

For reflection;

& Where in this season is God imviting our congregation to respand?
& What parts of our heritage story do we need to remember mare honestly, both the beautiful and the hard?

« When aniety rises in our system, do we tend to rush, retreat or stay present? What would “steady presence” look like for us?
& Whose voices have we not valued yet, inside or outside the church, that might be part of God's renewing work amang us?

& How might prayer form us into the kind of leaders who can prepare faithfully for what we cannot yet fully see?

The Rev. Brady M. Rodford is @ minister member of the Preshytery of Greater Atianta, where he serves as a spintually integrated counselor
and consultont. His work with clergy ond their fomilies integrates cultural and clinical expertise with theological insights. Brody’s first
ministry is his fomily: his wife, Celestine, their three children, ond o Cavapoo puppy, Ranger.

Throughout 2026, monthly Regarding Ruling Elders articles will focus on some of the foundational aspects of ruling elder service and
spiritual leadership in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A).



Donate to the Presbytery online!

a Presbytery of Geneva SignUp Login &y Basket == EZ

Presbytery of Geneva

Q 88

Presbytery of Geneva General Camp Whitman Individual per capita
Fund contribution

Give now Give now

Ordination and Installation Presbytery Meeting Offerings
Offerings

Give now Give now

Online Giving for Camp Whitman and the Presbytery of Geneva is available from our
website. Make contributions to Camp Whitman, the Presbytery’s General Fund,
Individual contributions to per capita, Ordination and Installation Offerings, and
Presbytery Meeting Offerings. This is through the Presbyterian Foundation and long-time
partner, Vanco, so it is very secure to use.

On our homepage www.presbyteryofgeneva.org, click on the

“Make a Contribution” link or go directly to our Vanco donation page
Donate to Presbytery of Geneva. You can select our general fund,
Camp Whitman, per capita, Ordination and Installation Offerings,
Presbytery Meeting Offerings, and others in the future as we roll
them out.
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Top PC(USA) News
of the Week

What's in a name? "

Plenty, it turns out. The Interim Unified Agency is now =t i
known as Presbyterian Life & Witness q ;)'

Co-Moderators announce the names of
committee leaders for the 227th General

Assembly

‘We were moved by the quality and depth of the appli-
cations we received’ says the Rev. CeCe Armstrong

‘It's important that people see the church
of Jesus standing where Jesus would be

standing’

Three PC(USA) pastors join for an inspiring ‘Faithful
Resistance to ICE’ panel discussion

Calling all ‘holy troublemakers’

CSW delegate preaches sermon on disrupting the sta-
tus quo

Volunteer host site helping to bring hope to
Maui following wildfires

Project is a joint effort between Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance and the United Church of Christ



https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/12/17/governors-utah-and-pennsylvania-have-rx-preserving-democracy?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_2nRkKt6vmSaWSx37_Q5ani-eISkTV3gutOrzrwnsalDBxDe7ByCK67hDZ7tVslu2Eg_D8tq9MkWLv-vsVcndcE2Bf3kBUnQYws9PscKSlYByo1
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/3/20/whats-name?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_xhED0oNnsHOno3OdnFfUmKkeKzk-ErLwpd1Q94aoHQqsJc1XzE_jxrwZsoEmkQWAVbGtoeYfR64nltiMaKZ7gEHj2UL-tOaFP4J7peVyQ1cVCKmU&_hsmi=409800829&utm_content=409800829&utm_source=hs
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/3/19/co-moderators-announce-names-committee-leaders-227th-general-assembly?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--nVLDqyXT_ckNTpXVs-BJ4O8ofhQ7BcdWlle2OgteL1vIHfSR9Im3LPjHLAH2Ith9eS1mS6X3f1eahg6_DZlauNhJu8ZdME3qJ1kwv6
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/3/19/co-moderators-announce-names-committee-leaders-227th-general-assembly?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--nVLDqyXT_ckNTpXVs-BJ4O8ofhQ7BcdWlle2OgteL1vIHfSR9Im3LPjHLAH2Ith9eS1mS6X3f1eahg6_DZlauNhJu8ZdME3qJ1kwv6
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/3/19/co-moderators-announce-names-committee-leaders-227th-general-assembly?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--nVLDqyXT_ckNTpXVs-BJ4O8ofhQ7BcdWlle2OgteL1vIHfSR9Im3LPjHLAH2Ith9eS1mS6X3f1eahg6_DZlauNhJu8ZdME3qJ1kwv6
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/3/19/its-important-people-see-church-jesus-standing-where-jesus-would-be-standing?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--khXhJfFWf6vxrJpA2qg_qHhzq-Ry_EiJo4CL-ZIl-vYAQSjY4VRHMHmyh_fmhzIW652KkgFHlClzZ1X9I9LeUMR__6KN_NfSWP
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/3/19/its-important-people-see-church-jesus-standing-where-jesus-would-be-standing?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--khXhJfFWf6vxrJpA2qg_qHhzq-Ry_EiJo4CL-ZIl-vYAQSjY4VRHMHmyh_fmhzIW652KkgFHlClzZ1X9I9LeUMR__6KN_NfSWP
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/3/19/its-important-people-see-church-jesus-standing-where-jesus-would-be-standing?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--khXhJfFWf6vxrJpA2qg_qHhzq-Ry_EiJo4CL-ZIl-vYAQSjY4VRHMHmyh_fmhzIW652KkgFHlClzZ1X9I9LeUMR__6KN_NfSWP
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/3/16/calling-all-holy-troublemakers?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_OheLw6ZkmxUGQJ73IfYN-75PrmqEqQUYRqXjFXQmClnUcFDX71BlXuLk9PfpxRYGOgTkQ1UA8tF0UcYEH8NuUfj3RUtqOhEpPcoK3HusZICkr49k&_hsmi=409800829&utm_content=409
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/3/16/volunteer-host-site-helping-bring-hope-maui-following-wildfires?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8h_R9o0k_7KGJWI_UPzgjl0ZKQeMM8siIAkPSjgLG6zPFHHPM1lsQ8kx637CI8kDXVoAETP1W8ooHiZ28p59sIN_hBqhRs_3-hBT32n8TyRLX2_9
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/3/16/volunteer-host-site-helping-bring-hope-maui-following-wildfires?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8h_R9o0k_7KGJWI_UPzgjl0ZKQeMM8siIAkPSjgLG6zPFHHPM1lsQ8kx637CI8kDXVoAETP1W8ooHiZ28p59sIN_hBqhRs_3-hBT32n8TyRLX2_9

PRC Practical Resqurces for Churches

ok s,

NEXT

PRC's 2026 Online events

Increase Giving through “Story-Listening”
Tuesday, March 24, 2026

2:00 — 3:00 PM EDT

Leader — Susan Howlett

Being Christian in a Dysvangelical America
Thursday, March 26, 2026

2:00 — 3:00 PM EDT
Leaders — Alex Thornburg, Ted Foote

The Generosity Journey: From Financial Fatigue to Spiritual Momentum

Tuesday, April 14, 2026
2:00 — 3:00 PM EST
Leader — Steve Lindsley

The Role of the Legacy Church Pastor
Thursday, April 16, 2026

2:00 — 3:00 PM EST
Leader - Chris Mereschuk

When your church experiences deep hurt: practical steps toward healing
Tuesday, April 21, 2026

2:00 - 3:00 PM EDT
Leader — Laura Stephens-Reed

When Bylaws Become Barriers
Thursday, April 23, 2026

2:00 — 3:00 PM EST
Leader — Keith Clark-Hoyos


https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Mw9QvSkER5uxq5U60rPo2g#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_SwYwDm0HSrGFKwzb9SQ2zQ#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_jGcBh3tiQRm8Eq-rKpaQ3A#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_87T3CCgOTjWbbPnZfV2plw#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_KxcD3FYnRcGOlOM5eX2A2g#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_v2W7DTEXRdOS_GiXNIgu7A#/registration
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COMBINED MISSION EVENT

On Saturday, 14 March, youth and adults
from FPC Elmira, North PC, and Union PC
in Endicott gathered at First Presbyterian
Church of Horseheads to share in a
"sweet" mission event. The four congrega-
tions, along with Girl Scout troop 60020
sorted and packaged almost 50 bags of
Easter ftreats to send the Iglesia Pres-
biteriana in Lares, Puerto Rico, sister
church of FPC Elmira. The youth also
completed an "All About Me" card activity
which will be sent along with the treats
for the youth on the island to learn some-
thing about our local Presbyterian

outh. Following these activities, a hearty
unch was served by members of Horse-
heads Presbyterian Church. What an in-
credible opportunity to share about serv-
ing “the least of these".
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Care Academy
Spring 2026

q Disaster
(‘]‘ﬁ Emotional and Spiritual

From Presbyterian Disaster Assistance

Registration is now open for the 2026 Disaster Emotional and Spiritual Care Academy!

Six weeks of live, free online programs will offer pragmatic and informative sessions to help faith and

community leaders address needs emerging from disasters and other crises.

These interactive programs are on Tuesdays, March 24 through April 28, 2026, 10:00 am - 11:30 AM

Central and are appropriate for all levels of experience and expertise.

REGISTER HERE

Schedule at a glance, 10 AM - 11:30 AM Central (US and Canada):
March 24, 2026 - "Calm in Crisis" Lutheran Disaster Response

March 31, 2026 - "Talk Saves Lives" (suicide prevention)  Oklahoma Department of Mental

Health and Substance Abuse Services Prevention Division

April 7, 2026 - "Responding with Care: A Trauma-Informed Approach to Disaster Response for Di-

verse Communities"  Lutheran Disaster Response

April 14, 2026 - "Risk and Protective Factors" Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and

Substance Abuse Services Prevention Division
April 21, 2026 - "Tools for Building Resilience"  Presbyterian Disaster Assistance

April 28, 2026 - "Emotional and Spiritual Care in Human-Caused Disasters"  Presbyterian Disas-

ter Assistance

For more information contact Kathy Riley, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Associate for Emo-
tional and Spiritual Care Kathryn.riley@pcusa.orq.

One registration for all sessions: \When you submit this registration, you are registering to receive
links and reminder emails for all programs in this series. Attend as many as you can. For details and
more information about the specific programs, go to the Webinar Hub at crisiscareministries.net.



https://okumc-reg.brtapp.com/DisasterEmotionalAndSpiritualCareAcademy2026?utm_campaign=28666126-Active%20Mid%20Council%20Leaders&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9_mPug9SmjJp9ITMwMpi7w5FGxb8GGzoS5capXIc-3F2p5bNt0a8S5TQ_AdcsVhUIaCLeydSDM1d1_M6QSBvZJYp6tEA&_hsmi
mailto:Kathryn.riley@pcusa.org
https://www.crisiscareministries.net/ccmwebinarhub
https://www.crisiscareministries.net/

LOUISEVILLE - The Office of Financial Aid for Service of the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) is launching a new initiative to support emerging leaders in ministry who
are navigating student loan debt. In a program that began on Monday, the Student
Loan Coaching Book Promotion will provide eligible particiapants with up to $100 in
book credits from the Presbyterian Publishing Corporation, along with free shipping.

STUDENT LOAN
COACHING
BOOK PROMOTION

SPONSORED BY
THE PC(USA)'S OFFICE OF
FINANCIAL AID FOR SERVICE

RECEIVE UP TO $100 IN
BOOK CREDITS!

Application Requirements:

- 10 years or less in ministry

- Must have student debt

- Register for Student Loan
Coaching

- Complete People Joy
Coaching Assessment



https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/services/ministry-relations-officers/?bblinkid=286164162&bbemailid=59756940&bbejrid=-1012291058
https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/coach-program-guide-virtual-3.19.25.pdf?bblinkid=286164163&bbemailid=59756940&bbejrid=-1012291058

The promotion is available to individulas who have been in ministry for 10 years or less, in-
cluding pastors, Christian educators, church music directors, and chaplains - serving in
paid or volunteer roles. Applicants must have stuent loan debt, register for Sudent Loan
Coaching through the Office of Financial Aid for Service (FAS), and complete the Coaching
Assessment with FAS’s partner, PeopledJoy, to receive the book credits.

“This book promotion is available to volunteers as well,” said Sandra Duverge, associate for
Financial Aid for Service. “We recognize that people in ministry are often volunteers, espe-
cially Christian educators.” Duverge explained that eligible volunteers will still need to be
carrying student debt and be employed by a nonprofit, even if it is not PC(USA)-related, in
order to be eligible for Public Service Loan Forgiveness and the PSLF debt coaching pro-
vided by the Office of Financial Aid for Service and PeopleJoy.

Duverge emphasized that the promotion is designed to motivate new leaders to engage
with coaching while providing essential resources for their spiritual and professional devel-
opment. “Our hope is to build a strong foundation for the calling of people in ministry

through access to printed resources as well as an encouraging coach to help people re-
duce student loan debt.” she said.

The funds can be used to purchase a wide range of materials from the PC(USA) Store, in-
cluding theology books, curriculum, children’s books, Bibles, journals and other ministry-

related resources. Distribution will be through physical shipments, with shipping costs cov-
ered by Financial Aid for Service.

The program is expected to run through the end of the
year, with plans to continue in January. After 12 months,
participants may be eligible for an additional $50.

-

Duverge noted that while the up to $100 credits are a
strong incentive, the real value lies in helping ministry
leaders begin their journey toward student loan for-
giveness. “There’s a lot of fear around financial instability
and financial Debt,” she said. “It’s easier to ignore it even if
“eventually it’s just going to become a bigger problem.”

- The timing of the promotion is especially important.
Young Aduit Volunteers read dunng 2024-2025 onentation. Financial
ia for Service is offeing a book promotion for those nme pcusa) - Changes to federal student loan programs are set to take

who quallylorier sugent bt coscn Proo Y RANCOR— offect in July under the U.S. government’s budget set forth
through the “One Big Beautiful Bill.” Ministry leaders are encouraged to begin their student

debt forgiveness journey now to ensure they are well-positioned before the new provisions
are implemented.

Apply here for the book promotion.

For more information, visit pcusa.org/loanassist.



https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=GioIma9wn0WmrIrQFHahV4Tr8p4k6ABLtHOanWSvdPxUOUc1VUxRMVRBOE41V1hRS0s5OVFQSVdJVi4u
https://pcusa.org/about-pcusa/agencies-entities/interim-unified-agency/ministry-areas/financial-aid-service/student-loan-coaching

M.A.LT.
Transitional
Ministry
Education

The Mid America/Lincoln Trails
(MALT) "Art of Transitional
Ministry" training is not limited
to those presently engaged in
or inquiring about transitional
ministry. Anyone interested in
learning how to walk through
change alongside your church
is invited to join in.

o5 April 27, 2026
3PM Check-In

May 1, 2026
12PM Conclusion

Mercy Conference

& Retreat Center
2039 N. Geyer Road
St. Louis, Missouri 63131

% Program Fee $1,100
o(®o

Includes room and meals

W- Register today at

svnodma org/registration

Faculty

Rev. Dr. Deborah Boucher-Payne
xecutive, Synod of Mid-America

SYNOD OF

‘ LINCOLN




2026 Mileage Rate Increased to 72.5 cents per mile

The IRS has set the 2026 mileage rate as 72.5 cents per mile, which is
up 2 cents from last year. If you are doing any reimbursements for
your church members, Presbytery committee members, pulpit supply,
or moderator supply, please be aware of the change. Here is the
information from the IRS website.

https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-sets-2026-business-standard-
mileage-rate-at-725-cents-per-mile-up-25-cents

Looking for old records?
Need to archive your
church’s records?
Contact the:

Presbyterian
Historical Society
425 Lombard St.
Phildelphia, PA 19147
Ph: (215) 627-1852
Email: refdesk@history.pcusa.org

(e
a2te, Share Your
PHOTOS / Please share! \

1- New staff If your church has photos of
( \ oF session recent events, has news of an
‘ ; upcoming event, or some

updated information to share,
please email the presbytery

member?

New .
| office at:
emal {ﬁceadmin resbyteryofgeneva.or
address?

\ Upcoming Event?



https://www.google.com/search?q=presbyterian+historical+society&sca_esv=ce44fb6aa5ce43e4&source=hp&ei=AX6oaPjeEr-JptQPgtPwsAE&iflsig=AOw8s4IAAAAAaKiMEYwibtndcvvND10Mq4VawwTdbqu-&gs_ssp=eJzj4tFP1zfMSDZOjzeJNzJgtFI1qLCwTDZLBhKGSYlGZkmWxlYGFZaGBqZm5oaGiZYGyeamBk
mailto:refdesk@history.pcusa.org
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-sets-2026-business-standard-mileage-rate-at-725-cents-per-mile-up-25-cents
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-sets-2026-business-standard-mileage-rate-at-725-cents-per-mile-up-25-cents

