
July 2026 Newsletter 

 

Our Mission: The Presbytery of Geneva lives to support and equip congregations and leaders 

to be Christ in the Finger Lakes and the world. 

 

Our Vision: Radiating the light of Christ, the Presbytery of Geneva thrives as a community of 

servants, lifting up every congregation and leader in ministering together.   

The purpose of the newsletter is to announce upcoming events and 

opportunities sponsored by the Presbytery, its congregations, the 

Synod of the Northeast, the PC(USA), neighboring                             

presbyteries, and partner agencies. If you have an item for the     

August newsletter, please send the information to                                                                 

officeadmin@presbyteryofgeneva.org by   July 27, 2026.  

mailto:officeadmin@presbyteryofgeneva.org




Camp Whitman on Seneca Lake, Inc. is pleased to announce our participation in the 
Effective Camp Project in summer 2026. We are part of a group of camps across the 
country who are part of this project. This ground-breaking study will reveal the 
strengths and growing areas of Camp Whitman. We are surveying summer campers 
(and their parents) at the end of camp to look at critical areas like self-confidence, 
personal faith, social skills, and faith practices. We appreciate those who are willing to 
participate!  

By participating in this exciting project, we hope to take an honest look at how we are 
doing in serving our summer camp families and achieving desired outcomes. Data 
from our camp will also help tell the larger story of the benefits of camping ministries 
to families and the church! We are partnering with the experienced and respected 
research team at Sacred Playgrounds in order to tell the camp story in a new way and 
improve our camp programs for all participants.  

Previous Effective Camp research has identified five fundamentals of Christian sum-
mer camping: faith centered, safe space, relational, unplugged from home, and par-
ticipatory. Dr. Jake Sorenson, Effective Camp project director, says, “This project has 
demonstrated that, when the five fundamental characteristics are in place, the Chris-
tian camp experience has significant, lasting impacts on the lives of participants and 
their families.”  

Our participation in this study will show us where our camp shines and where fo-
cused attention will generate significant improvement in outcomes for our campers.  
As of 2025, we have data from over 30,000 campers and 12,000 camper parents at 
100  Christian camps across the United States and Canada. These camps represent 
multiple Christian denominations. The research to date is available online at effective-
camp.com. 

Thank you, again, to our camp families. We look forward to hearing your thoughts on 
how Camp Whitman can make the camp experience even better! 

Grace & peace, 

 
Bryan Muecke (he/him/his) 

Executive Director 

director@campwhitman.org 

www.CampWhitman.org 

https://www.campwhitman.org/


Upstate NY Presbyteries Event  

September 25-26, 2026,  

Mark your calendars, Presbyterians! You won't want to miss what's 
coming. September 25-26, 2026 at the Presbyterian Church in               
Geneva, NY: Six Presbyteries, Andrew Root, Learning, Fellowship, 
Music, and More! 

More details are coming soon, so save the dates and check out the 
next newsletter for more information. 

 

 

From the  

Hector Presbyterian Church: 

 

Hi Folks - We are wondering if any of  the 
Churches in the Geneva Presytery are looking 
to sell or re-home any “Glory to God"                 
Hymnals. 

 

 Regards, 

      Susan Rocholl  

              Clerk of Session 

 

 

You can reach Susan at:  hnrrocholl@aol.com 

 

 

mailto:hnrrocholl@aol.com




VIEW SCHEDULE AND SESSIONS 

https://poamn.org/conference/


LEARN MORE 

REGISTER 

VIEW HOTEL RATES 

https://poamn.org/conference/assistance/
https://poamn.org/conference/#registration
https://poamn.org/conference/#travel


here 

https://www.pcusagroupruling.org/einstart




2026 Stewardship and Kaleidoscope Conference 

https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/4/28/claiborne-hall-and-peerbolte-headline-2026-stewardship-kaleidoscope-conference


Ecumenical Service Opportunity:  

Do you (or someone you know!) love learning & serving beyond our denomina-

tion?  We have been invited to serve in two different ways with our Reformed 

Church in America siblings!  They have a Commission on Christian Unity, and 

also a Commission on Christian Action.  The committees meet 4 times/year, 

with 1 meeting being in person, and term is typically 1-3 years.  This is just one 

way we can serve the larger Church and live out our ecumenical calling!  If you 

are interested and/or feeling nudged by the Holy Spirit to be open to serving in 

this way please fill out an ecumenical service application & submit it ASAP.  If 

you have questions, feel free to reach out to Dr. Dianna Wright, Associate Stat-

ed Clerk, Director of Ecumenical & Interreligious Relations or Rev. Sabrina 

Slater, current chair GACEIR.   

 

For an application, please click here. The address to submit your application to 

is on the bottom of the form. 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pv2VXBnfRLRS4kg-0QNw7dHep1mdWrGv/view?usp=sharing




Donate to the Presbytery online! 

Online Giving for Camp Whitman and the Presbytery of Geneva is available from our 

website.  Make contributions to Camp Whitman, the Presbytery’s General Fund,                         

Individual contributions to per capita, Ordination and Installation Offerings, and                    

Presbytery Meeting Offerings. This is through the Presbyterian Foundation and long-time 

partner, Vanco, so it is very secure to use. 

On our homepage www.presbyteryofgeneva.org, click on the            

“Make a Contribution” link or go directly to our Vanco donation page 

Donate to Presbytery of Geneva. You can select our general fund, 

Camp Whitman, per capita, Ordination and Installation Offerings, 

Presbytery Meeting Offerings, and others in the future as we roll 

them out. 



The PC(USA)’s advocacy director joins 

other faith leaders for a Moral Mondays 

rally in front of the White House 

The Rev. Jimmie Hawkins takes on access to 
healthcare during his three minutes behind a ‘public 
pulpit’   

GA227 will feature public witness ad-

dressing gun violence 

In-person events in Milwaukee will begin with a walk 
and activity addressing gun violence and how the 
church is responding   

An early Juneteenth celebration 

The Rev. Gregory J. Bentley, Co-Moderator of the 
224th General Assembly of the PC(USA), urges the 
kind of compassionate care exhibited by the Good 
Samaritan   

PC(USA) responds to powerful earth-

quake in the Philippines 

Partners providing humanitarian assistance in Indo-
nesia as well   

#PRIDE in the archives 

A reintroduction to the Pam Byers Memorial Collec-
tion at the Presbyterian Historical Society, where 
LGBTQIA+ history is preserved with #PRIDE   

https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/12/17/governors-utah-and-pennsylvania-have-rx-preserving-democracy?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_2nRkKt6vmSaWSx37_Q5ani-eISkTV3gutOrzrwnsalDBxDe7ByCK67hDZ7tVslu2Eg_D8tq9MkWLv-vsVcndcE2Bf3kBUnQYws9PscKSlYByo1
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/6/16/pcusas-advocacy-director-joins-other-faith-leaders-moral-mondays-rally-front-white-house?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_JkrNmiMcwSDtWgnWeB4CDJZivXo-K-e4eQhXkp0Q2x2U6vvtP8ofy6sP-QYj2ie_8PAw9a1WG4PeZbh46kCYl8
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/6/16/pcusas-advocacy-director-joins-other-faith-leaders-moral-mondays-rally-front-white-house?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_JkrNmiMcwSDtWgnWeB4CDJZivXo-K-e4eQhXkp0Q2x2U6vvtP8ofy6sP-QYj2ie_8PAw9a1WG4PeZbh46kCYl8
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/6/16/pcusas-advocacy-director-joins-other-faith-leaders-moral-mondays-rally-front-white-house?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_JkrNmiMcwSDtWgnWeB4CDJZivXo-K-e4eQhXkp0Q2x2U6vvtP8ofy6sP-QYj2ie_8PAw9a1WG4PeZbh46kCYl8
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/6/16/ga227-will-feature-public-witness-addressing-gun-violence?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8oCYt7tFSW22CQqdyNFnpI2GAgskzPe7NfLH058tIveMtz8yXuVqnsZhENqdgYbojDzOvhkmDIpFnld-hI-pNfHUNADUAEKAWchhuWiP0k17e4m2A&_hsm
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/6/16/ga227-will-feature-public-witness-addressing-gun-violence?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8oCYt7tFSW22CQqdyNFnpI2GAgskzPe7NfLH058tIveMtz8yXuVqnsZhENqdgYbojDzOvhkmDIpFnld-hI-pNfHUNADUAEKAWchhuWiP0k17e4m2A&_hsm
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/6/17/early-juneteenth-celebration?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8reMLaGAVd4S6nciydsOZQPjOZrFNeScgUJ1a7EjHZ-xe2BLQMEaTozXwvEPteLnZKtRshSj45Y48_8j42RkL139iAJjpj5pGB1SX-FGpZaB3I5CI&_hsmi=424475813&utm_content=42447
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/6/17/pcusa-responds-powerful-earthquake-philippines?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-99otcg1sUVocz7RBLaMmwHlhKhjueNvVAuQqBSFGdSgbTQ2k3GQdRCgW5wvMvXOzGfX5nsGXGykcd2qVP8pxtfF_q9Az1O36VvGkeT4i0I3OqcsLA&_hsmi=424475813
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/6/17/pcusa-responds-powerful-earthquake-philippines?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-99otcg1sUVocz7RBLaMmwHlhKhjueNvVAuQqBSFGdSgbTQ2k3GQdRCgW5wvMvXOzGfX5nsGXGykcd2qVP8pxtfF_q9Az1O36VvGkeT4i0I3OqcsLA&_hsmi=424475813
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/6/17/pride-archives?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_NBLFjpSdQs-UB51wG0aGxZBeglwo9Kfo4zkFhvGGhYQ03HMG2dVpmcEk5QWO7pehZVAxOGMRUqMKYG9jiWvitT_fyzaHwE1ySa5OSNk_RYuKDlFg&_hsmi=424475813&utm_content=424475813&utm_sourc


PRC Practical Resources for Churches 

Child Protection Policies Basics 

Wednesday, Jul 29, 2026 

2:00 – 3:00 PM EDT  

Leader - Elizabeth Christie 

 

Financial Transparency That Builds Trust (Not Anxiety)  

Thursday, Aug. 20, 2026  

2:00 – 3:00 PM EDT  

Leader – Keith Clark-Hoyos  

 

Grant Writing for Mission and Ministry  

Thursday, September 10, 2026  

2:00 – 3:00 PM EDT  

Leader – Micháela Murray  

 

What Kind of Changemaker are You?  

Thursday, October 22, 2026  

2:00 – 3:00 PM EDT  

Leaders – Joy Skjegstad and Heidi Unruh  

 

Simple, Inexpensive Ideas for Community Outreach: Less Can Be More  

Tuesday, November 10, 2026  

2:00 – 3:00 PM EDT  

Leaders – Joy Skjegstad and Heidi Unruh 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_P_lmN2wqRFOVa7WwgBPhwg#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_DghzSB8SQL6OFBzoFEruPA#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_I6xcwnpXQiy_ev5Hu9jwhA#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_WOxljj3pQxSrwd2da62j3Q#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_nhML5VZrQgqZGrK4tFG9Mg#/registration


https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/services/ministry-relations-officers/?bblinkid=286164162&bbemailid=59756940&bbejrid=-1012291058
https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/coach-program-guide-virtual-3.19.25.pdf?bblinkid=286164163&bbemailid=59756940&bbejrid=-1012291058


First Presbyterian 

Church of                            

Seneca Falls 

Foam Party 

First Presbyterian 

Church of Elmira and 

North Presbyterian 

Church                                     

picnic and games at 

Harris Hill Park. 



Please share!  

If your church has photos of                 

recent events, has news of an      

upcoming event, or some                       

updated information to share, 

please email the presbytery                    

office at:                                                                             
officeadmin@presbyteryofgeneva.org  

 

New 

email           

address? 
Upcoming Event? 

New staff 

or session 

member? 

2026 Mileage Rate Increased to 72.5 cents per mile  

The IRS has set the 2026 mileage rate as 72.5 cents per mile, which is 
up 2 cents from last year.  If you are doing any reimbursements for 
your church members, Presbytery committee members, pulpit supply, 
or moderator supply, please be aware of the change.  Here is the                      
information from the IRS website. 

https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-sets-2026-business-standard-
mileage-rate-at-725-cents-per-mile-up-25-cents  

THE PRESBYTERY OF GENEVA  
ADDRESS HAS CHANGED!! 

 
Please take note and change our address in all 

places you maintain it. 
The new address is: 

 

The Presbytery of Geneva 
PO Box 17 

Penn Yan, NY 14527 

https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-sets-2026-business-standard-mileage-rate-at-725-cents-per-mile-up-25-cents
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-sets-2026-business-standard-mileage-rate-at-725-cents-per-mile-up-25-cents

