
August 2026 Newsletter 

 

Our Mission: The Presbytery of Geneva lives to support and equip congregations and leaders 

to be Christ in the Finger Lakes and the world. 

 

Our Vision: Radiating the light of Christ, the Presbytery of Geneva thrives as a community of 

servants, lifting up every congregation and leader in ministering together.   

The purpose of the newsletter is to announce upcoming events and 

opportunities sponsored by the Presbytery, its congregations, the 

Synod of the Northeast, the PC(USA), neighboring                             

presbyteries, and partner agencies. If you have an item for the     

September newsletter, please send the information to                                                                 

officeadmin@presbyteryofgeneva.org by   August 26, 2026.  

mailto:officeadmin@presbyteryofgeneva.org




Camp Whitman on Seneca Lake, Inc. is pleased to announce our participation in the 
Effective Camp Project in summer 2026. We are part of a group of camps across the 
country who are part of this project. This ground-breaking study will reveal the 
strengths and growing areas of Camp Whitman. We are surveying summer campers 
(and their parents) at the end of camp to look at critical areas like self-confidence, 
personal faith, social skills, and faith practices. We appreciate those who are willing to 
participate!  

By participating in this exciting project, we hope to take an honest look at how we are 
doing in serving our summer camp families and achieving desired outcomes. Data 
from our camp will also help tell the larger story of the benefits of camping ministries 
to families and the church! We are partnering with the experienced and respected 
research team at Sacred Playgrounds in order to tell the camp story in a new way and 
improve our camp programs for all participants.  

Previous Effective Camp research has identified five fundamentals of Christian sum-
mer camping: faith centered, safe space, relational, unplugged from home, and par-
ticipatory. Dr. Jake Sorenson, Effective Camp project director, says, “This project has 
demonstrated that, when the five fundamental characteristics are in place, the Chris-
tian camp experience has significant, lasting impacts on the lives of participants and 
their families.”  

Our participation in this study will show us where our camp shines and where fo-
cused attention will generate significant improvement in outcomes for our campers.  
As of 2025, we have data from over 30,000 campers and 12,000 camper parents at 
100  Christian camps across the United States and Canada. These camps represent 
multiple Christian denominations. The research to date is available online at effective-
camp.com. 

Thank you, again, to our camp families. We look forward to hearing your thoughts on 
how Camp Whitman can make the camp experience even better! 

Grace & peace, 

 
Bryan Muecke (he/him/his) 

Executive Director 

director@campwhitman.org 

www.CampWhitman.org 

https://www.campwhitman.org/






Waiting, Witness, and the Way of Christ: 

Reimagining the Church’s Calling 

September 25–26, 2026 
at the Presbyterian Church in Geneva, NY 

with acclaimed author, podcaster, and seminary professor 

Andrew Root 
Learning, Fellowship, Music, and More! 

For congregation members, presbytery committee members, 

Commissioned Ruling Elders, Teaching Elders, and Ruling Elders leading their 

communities into God’s emerging future. You won’t want to miss this! 

 

Registration fee for both days is $75, payable through the Presbytery of Genesee 

Valley’s web portal. Please use the link below or the QR code. 

The Presbyterian Church in Geneva, 24 Park Place, Geneva NY 14456 
For detailed schedule, hotel information, and registration, go to 

https://pbygenval.wufoo.com/forms/rzj499r0psc429/ or use the QR code. 

Presented by the Presbyteries of Cayuga–Syracuse, Genesee Valley, 

Geneva, Susquehanna Valley, Utica, and Western NY 

Saturday, September 26th 
9–11 am - Registration/Refreshments 

9:30–11 am - Roundtable Discussions and Best 

 Practices Sharing 

Possible topics may include: Joint Committees on 

 Preparation for Ministry Consultation 

 Joint COM (or equivalent) Consultation 

 Joint New Worshiping Communities/ 

 Church Development Consultation 

 Rose Niles, Presbyterian Foundation 

 Luke Choi, Board of Pensions 

11 am–Noon - Second Keynote from Andrew Root: 

 The Waiting Church 

Noon–1 pm - Worship 

1 pm - Lunch and Back into the Mission Field  

Andrew Root, PhD (Princeton Theological Seminary) is the Carrie Olson Baalson 
Professor of Youth and Family Ministry at Luther Seminary. He is most recently the 

author of Evangelism in an Age of Despair and the six volume Ministry in a Secular 
Age series (including Churches and the Crisis of Decline, The Congregation in a 
Secular Age, The Pastor in a Secular Age, The Church After Innovation, The 
Church in a Age of Secular Mysticism and Faith Formation in a Secular Age). He is 

also the author of The End of Youth Ministry? and more than a dozen other books. 
Andy also serves as theologian in residence at Youthfront. He has worked in 

congregations, parachurch ministries, and social service programs. 

Friday, September 25th 
9–11:30 am - Registration/Refreshments 

10–11:30 am - Workshop with Andrew Root: A Church 

 of Consolation: Proclaiming Good News in an 

 Age of Despair 

11:30 am–2 pm - Lunch (on your own in town) 

1:30 pm - Registration Re–Opens until 4 pm 

2–5 pm - Andrew Root Keynote and Discussion: 

The Church in a Secular Age: Why Things Feel so 

 Hard and Our Best Intentions May Hurt More Than 

 Help 

5–6 pm - Dinner 

6–6:30 pm - Evening Prayer 

6:30 pm - Conversations, Confections and Coffee 



VIEW SCHEDULE AND SESSIONS 

https://poamn.org/conference/


LEARN MORE 

REGISTER 

VIEW HOTEL RATES 

https://poamn.org/conference/assistance/
https://poamn.org/conference/#registration
https://poamn.org/conference/#travel


Read the list of required documentation 

https://pcusa.org/special-offerings/world-communion-offering#world-communion-offering-grants


Update your preferences and check the box labeled World  

Communion Offering Grants 

Read our Grant FAQS 

https://special-offerings.mailchimpsites.com/manage/preferences?u=a3617d8799f77a05442289ad4&id=a54b3a778f&e=0cd6b5ac16&c=b231fd727f
https://special-offerings.mailchimpsites.com/manage/preferences?u=a3617d8799f77a05442289ad4&id=a54b3a778f&e=0cd6b5ac16&c=b231fd727f
https://pcusa.org/special-offerings/world-communion-offering#world-communion-offering-grants


Synod Coach Network 
 

www.snecoachingnetwork.weebly.com  

 
If you’ve been curious about coaching—or are looking for ways to strengthen your 
leadership—we want to support you. 
  
The Synod Coach Network Leadership Team is pleased to offer scholarship support 
for individual and team coaching and coach training. 
  
As ministries navigate change and opportunity, coaching continues to be a powerful 
way to foster healthy leadership, stronger teams, and faithful discernment. 

 

Scholarships are available for 
• Individual leaders 
• Ministry teams 
• Coach Traininging  
 

Coaching Scholarships  

 

Individual and Team scholarships include such ministry areas as: 
• Leaders of emerging ministries 
• Leaders actively engaged in church transformation 
• Young ministry leaders 
• Racial/ethnic leaders 
• Small church leaders 
• Leaders working through transitions and/or adaptive challenges 
• Individuals in transition seeking a first time call or between calls or moving into 
 and adjusting to  retirement 
• Teams of ministry leaders  
 
 
 

Apply for a Scholarship 

https://us.list-manage.com/9TynVnZ_sAj?e=897cb1aa4c&c2id=361100ab32a6f9808692b0197c293453&m=h4xKB019t9mQmwT3I56eAjqi2eWVJEI9gDKHlKoyBpGl_sQ7KdsmgOeDzPeQ
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfsrGUOTiqYbmC-eXZvoSxbIvgIUBTiH5paVmGvCJjhXHLhIg/viewform


Coach Training Scholarships  

 

Coach training scholarships are available for the cohort that starts January 2027. 
This ICF-accredited program is designed for anyone who want to deepen their im-
pact in life and ministry through coaching.  

 

 ️ Upcoming Training Schedule: 
 
• Orientation Meeting: Thursday, January 7, 2027 (for registered participants) 
• First Online Retreat: January 11–13, 2027 
• Monthly Online Classes: Two Thursdays per month, 1–3 PM Eastern 
 
Apply for a Synod Scholarship above. 
 
Learn more about coach training & Register below through Loaves & Fishes Coach 
Training. 
 
Whether you’re seeking certification or simply want to integrate coaching skills into 
your ministry or leadership, this program is designed to meet you where you are.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Synod of the Northeast Coaching Network Leadership Team 
Rev. Dr. Betsey Crimmins, ACC 
Rev. Chris Garrison, ACC 
Rev. Laurie J. Ferguson, PhD, PCC 
Rev. Chip Low, MCC, ACTC  

Register for Coach Training 

https://www.loavesandfishescoachtraining.com/overview-of-the-training?utm_source=Synod+Coach+Network&utm_campaign=e1098d20b6-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2026_06_24_12_28_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-e3a0de9b5f-647242679


2026 Stewardship and Kaleidoscope Conference 

https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/4/28/claiborne-hall-and-peerbolte-headline-2026-stewardship-kaleidoscope-conference


Presbyterian Women please note: 

If you are a moderator or treasurer of your church’s Presbyterian Women group, or 
your women’s group, please send your name, email, mail, phone number to Presby-
tery PW treasurer Ellen Reynolds so that we have an updated contact list. Thank you.   

We are looking for a few more women to serve on the Presbytery PW Coordinating 
Team. We don’t have many meetings, and many hands make light work. We really 
would like participation from more churches to help make us a more responsive or-
ganization.   

Please contact Joanne Tunison, Moderator, or Ellen Reynolds if you are interested.  

 

Joanne (Juana) Tunison,  lalocat@aol.com 

 

Ellen Reynolds,  ellenr09@gmail.com  315-521-3240 

330 William Street, Geneva, NY 14456 

 

Also, if you are sending contributions, please use this form. 

 

PW-PCUSA Support (Churchwide)  $  

PW-NE Synod Support   $ 
PW -Geneva Presbytery Support  $  
Birthday Offering  $ 
Thank Offering  $  
Least Coin Gift  $  
In Memoriam Gifts  $  
Other Gifts  $ 

TOTAL AMOUNT  $     THANK YOU 

mailto:ellenr09@gmail.com


Ecumenical Service Opportunity:  

Do you (or someone you know!) love learning & serving beyond our denomina-

tion?  We have been invited to serve in two different ways with our Reformed 

Church in America siblings!  They have a Commission on Christian Unity, and 

also a Commission on Christian Action.  The committees meet 4 times/year, 

with 1 meeting being in person, and term is typically 1-3 years.  This is just one 

way we can serve the larger Church and live out our ecumenical calling!  If you 

are interested and/or feeling nudged by the Holy Spirit to be open to serving in 

this way please fill out an ecumenical service application & submit it ASAP.  If 

you have questions, feel free to reach out to Dr. Dianna Wright, Associate Stat-

ed Clerk, Director of Ecumenical & Interreligious Relations or Rev. Sabrina 

Slater, current chair GACEIR.   

 

For an application, please click here. The address to submit your application to 

is on the bottom of the form. 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pv2VXBnfRLRS4kg-0QNw7dHep1mdWrGv/view?usp=sharing


CLICK FOR RESERVATIONS! 

https://www.campwhitman.org/donate




Presbyterian Church 

https://www.pcgrowthnetwork.org/


Dear Friends, 

 

Every year, our presbytery is supposed to provide 1 ruling elder and 1 teaching 
elder for the upcoming Fall Ordination Exams. If you are interested or you 
know someone, such as a ruling elder in your congregation, who might, if asked, 
be interested, we would love to hear from you. Readers do not need to be ex-
perts in polity, theology, worship and sacraments, or biblical exegesis. What is 
needed is a willingness to help our denomination and those seeking ordination 
by participating in this important process. We have for your information and 
discernment attached in Word, a general description of the qualifications and 
responsibilities of readers. The reading week this year is October 5 – 9, 
2026.  

 

If you are interested or know of someone who might be, feel free to 
contact Evan Hansen at pastor@northpres.church. We need to pro-
vide names of readers by August 31. Thank you for your time, con-
sideration, and discernment.  

 

Warmly in Christ,  

 

 

Evan D. Hansen 

Committee for Preparation for Ministry 

  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZGuT2SL1ES5KEtK0nvEatHRFf_8gTW_q/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZGuT2SL1ES5KEtK0nvEatHRFf_8gTW_q/edit
mailto:pastor@northpres.church




Donate to the Presbytery online! 

Online Giving for Camp Whitman and the Presbytery of Geneva is available from our 

website.  Make contributions to Camp Whitman, the Presbytery’s General Fund,                         

Individual contributions to per capita, Ordination and Installation Offerings, and                    

Presbytery Meeting Offerings. This is through the Presbyterian Foundation and long-time 

partner, Vanco, so it is very secure to use. 

On our homepage www.presbyteryofgeneva.org, click on the            

“Make a Contribution” link or go directly to our Vanco donation page 

Donate to Presbytery of Geneva. You can select our general fund, 

Camp Whitman, per capita, Ordination and Installation Offerings, 

Presbytery Meeting Offerings, and others in the future as we roll 

them out. 



Voices of Jubilee accompanies incar-

cerated youth with hope 

Virginia ministry builds lasting relationships 
through worship, mentorship and advocacy   

When loving your neighbor means 

protecting asylum-seekers 

Despite a hostile political climate, Pastor Sharon 
Kutz-Mellem continues her immigrant support 
efforts  

'Jesus Loves Me, This I Know' 

Exploring the origins of the American Sunday 
School Association and a favorite children's 
hymn   

Educating voters and ensuring their 

right to cast a ballot this fall 

The PC(USA)’s Advocacy & Witness ministry 
hosts three ecumenical advocates of free, fair 
and safe elections   

Presbyterian Church of the Master 

celebrates six years of online out-

reach 

The Omaha congregation created a video to 
mark its anniversary, which it aired during wor-
ship on July 5   

https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/12/17/governors-utah-and-pennsylvania-have-rx-preserving-democracy?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_2nRkKt6vmSaWSx37_Q5ani-eISkTV3gutOrzrwnsalDBxDe7ByCK67hDZ7tVslu2Eg_D8tq9MkWLv-vsVcndcE2Bf3kBUnQYws9PscKSlYByo1
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/7/23/voices-jubilee-accompanies-incarcerated-youth-with-hope?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--CLmidr4la2zUC9gVOuhX_M8xaNQ4p3ut_KlosgkZHfOd5j6KEGJXINLv6xWak022C4melyE8W6cbrho6nVCJPlv5ZiQIEHacYp9H2YSY9jXe7tV8&_hsmi=
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/7/23/voices-jubilee-accompanies-incarcerated-youth-with-hope?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--CLmidr4la2zUC9gVOuhX_M8xaNQ4p3ut_KlosgkZHfOd5j6KEGJXINLv6xWak022C4melyE8W6cbrho6nVCJPlv5ZiQIEHacYp9H2YSY9jXe7tV8&_hsmi=
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/7/22/when-loving-your-neighbor-means-protecting-asylum-seekers?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9BfXqbuyHhGSQg_GSZVVSNy-y1vtJJCDviSFtatKbuHNL6Hv5xwcZ2uED726Lc3bt4aeM9CWCBsYryGPAALjZNwMDEDAMNhjOmXlqRewnEyZ0nrvQ&_hsm
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/7/22/when-loving-your-neighbor-means-protecting-asylum-seekers?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9BfXqbuyHhGSQg_GSZVVSNy-y1vtJJCDviSFtatKbuHNL6Hv5xwcZ2uED726Lc3bt4aeM9CWCBsYryGPAALjZNwMDEDAMNhjOmXlqRewnEyZ0nrvQ&_hsm
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/7/23/jesus-loves-me-i-know?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8EPZqyvCdNrcvLBox9lQ7ZGcB7eqH-aigMrc76aEEyu9sPijT4ptfPHcQtACWOM7aqZVDXmyXqJaO2tu4yleAewdd_LvVh07lTQaXL5mEjUePw9N0&_hsmi=430016107&utm_content=430016107&ut
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/7/22/educating-voters-and-ensuring-their-right-cast-ballot-fall?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9Gg0FDtrvTkd8ldHp_nIVApMhQ5FqLByeMbNO-Er6UfdvO1TRriGf9ME1gsqqxgWULANtvfuN99UevNnjBMUTzT5_7QLE9_BKnVDnh1b-iJXgNQfI&_hs
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/7/22/educating-voters-and-ensuring-their-right-cast-ballot-fall?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9Gg0FDtrvTkd8ldHp_nIVApMhQ5FqLByeMbNO-Er6UfdvO1TRriGf9ME1gsqqxgWULANtvfuN99UevNnjBMUTzT5_7QLE9_BKnVDnh1b-iJXgNQfI&_hs
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/7/24/church-master-celebrates-six-years-online-outreach?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_AAgYEkRE9wRXOIeEsHMee8wgR9PBcAvMZTfV8muGNTYFyV4OvA4iQDSObqFON3NPAqPHzQJVzbtxxhldgYreHlnK1POX4Hyuf_6lYrCiiPkY70vU&_hsmi=43001
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/7/24/church-master-celebrates-six-years-online-outreach?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_AAgYEkRE9wRXOIeEsHMee8wgR9PBcAvMZTfV8muGNTYFyV4OvA4iQDSObqFON3NPAqPHzQJVzbtxxhldgYreHlnK1POX4Hyuf_6lYrCiiPkY70vU&_hsmi=43001
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2026/7/24/church-master-celebrates-six-years-online-outreach?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_AAgYEkRE9wRXOIeEsHMee8wgR9PBcAvMZTfV8muGNTYFyV4OvA4iQDSObqFON3NPAqPHzQJVzbtxxhldgYreHlnK1POX4Hyuf_6lYrCiiPkY70vU&_hsmi=43001


PRC Practical Resources for Churches 

Financial Transparency That Builds Trust (Not Anxiety)  

Thursday, Aug. 20, 2026  

2:00 – 3:00 PM EDT  

Leader – Keith Clark-Hoyos  

 

Jesus Was a Changemaker–Your Congregants Can Be Too 

Tuesday, September 1, 2026 

2:00 – 3:00 PM EDT 

Leaders – The Changemaker Initiative 

 

Grant Writing for Mission and Ministry  

Thursday, September 10, 2026  

2:00 – 3:00 PM EDT  

Leader – Micháela Murray  

 

Building a Digital Bridge 

Thursday, September 17, 2026 

2:00 – 3:00 PM EDT 

Leaders – Cassie Waits and Joe Evans 

 

What Matters: Unlock your Church’s Hidden Potential 

Thursday, September 24, 2026 

2:00 – 3:00 PM EDT 

Leaders – The Changemaker Initiative 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_DghzSB8SQL6OFBzoFEruPA#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_816UReZkSZ2Mp8-Z-GUX4g#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_I6xcwnpXQiy_ev5Hu9jwhA#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ObHSkqIyT76mh9snFdAs3w#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_A6_cvUkYT9Gtzc8bASQ3ww#/registration


https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/services/ministry-relations-officers/?bblinkid=286164162&bbemailid=59756940&bbejrid=-1012291058
https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/coach-program-guide-virtual-3.19.25.pdf?bblinkid=286164163&bbemailid=59756940&bbejrid=-1012291058


Please share!  

If your church has photos of                 

recent events, has news of an      

upcoming event, or some                       

updated information to share, 

please email the presbytery                    

office at:                                                                             
officeadmin@presbyteryofgeneva.org  

 

New 

email           

address? 
Upcoming Event? 

New staff 

or session 

member? 

2026 Mileage Rate Increased to 72.5 cents per mile  

The IRS has set the 2026 mileage rate as 72.5 cents per mile, which is 
up 2 cents from last year.  If you are doing any reimbursements for 
your church members, Presbytery committee members, pulpit supply, 
or moderator supply, please be aware of the change.  Here is the                      
information from the IRS website. 

https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-sets-2026-business-standard-
mileage-rate-at-725-cents-per-mile-up-25-cents  

THE PRESBYTERY OF GENEVA  
ADDRESS HAS CHANGED!! 

 
Please take note and change our address in all 

places you maintain it. 
The new address is: 

 

The Presbytery of Geneva 
PO Box 17 

Penn Yan, NY 14527 

https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-sets-2026-business-standard-mileage-rate-at-725-cents-per-mile-up-25-cents
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-sets-2026-business-standard-mileage-rate-at-725-cents-per-mile-up-25-cents

